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Chair and Members of the Audit Committee
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SUBJECT:  Transmittal of Final Investigative Report:
22-0011-1, Forest Hill Community High School, Misuse of Authority

Attached, please find a copy of the Palm Beach County School District Office of Inspector General
(OIG) Final Report of OIG Case 22-0011-I related to Misuse of Authority. On March 23, 2022,
the OIG received anonymous complaints via the OIG hotline regarding alleged unethical conduct
by former Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) Campus Security Aide George Ferguson.
In that, Ferguson privately charged students to park personally owned vehicles on the school
campus.

The allegation that former FHCHS Campus Security Aide Ferguson charged a student to park their
vehicle on school grounds was Substantiated.

In the additional allegation, it was alleged that Principal Rivera invited family and friends to
chaperone students participating in the December 14 thru 17, 2021, Choral Department field trip
to New York City. The OIG investigation determined there was insufficient evidence to prove
Principal Esther Rivera invited family and friends to chaperone chorus students that participated
in the December 14 thru 17, 2021, field trip to New York City; thus, the Allegation was
Unsubstantiated.

It was further alleged that Principal Rivera improperly used school funds to pay for her daughter’s
travel despite her daughter not being a student at FHCHS or authorized by First Serve to act as a
historian. The OIG investigation concluded that the allegation that Principal Rivera improperly
used school funds to pay for her daughter’s travel despite her daughter not being a student at
FHCHS or authorized by First Serve to act as a historian was Substantiated.

In accordance with School Board Policy 1.092.9.b.iv., on August 15, 2022, the draft of this
investigation was provided to Principal Esther Rivera and Former Campus Security Aide George
Ferguson for a response. Mr. Ferguson did not respond. On September 7, 2022, the OIG received
a written response from Esther Rivera and included it in the final report.
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Office of Inspector General
Report of Investigation #22-0011-1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

From March 23, 2022, to August 12, 2022, the Office of Inspector General (OIG)
investigated an anonymous complaint that Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS)
Campus Security Aide charged a student to park his personally owned vehicle on the
school campus. Additionally, it was alleged that the Principal invited family and friends
instead of school staff to chaperone chorus students that participated in the December
14 thru 17, 2021, choral field trip to New York City. It is further alleged that Principal Rivera
used school funds to pay for her daughter's flight despite her daughter not being a
member of the choir or a student at FHCHS.

The OIG concluded that former FHCHS Campus Security Aide George Ferguson did
violate School Board Policies 3.02 Code of Ethics and 5.184 Use and Parking of Private
Motor Vehicles on School Property by High School Students. Additionally, the OIG
concluded that Principal Esther Rivera did violate School Board Policies 2.40 Field Trips,
2.53 Volunteers in Public Schools, or 3.02 Code of Ethics.

On September 3, 2021, a senior class student paid Ferguson $80 through a Zelle mobile
cash application payable to an account named “Hill Fore” associated to a telephone
number identified by Rivera as belonging to Ferguson to park his car on the school
campus. On October 14, 2021, the student reported the payment to Ferguson to Principal
Rivera. The student provided Principal Rivera with a screenshot of a Zelle payment that
the student paid Ferguson. On October 14, 2021, Principal Rivera reported the payment
between the student and Ferguson to Employee Labor Relations (ELR) Manager Jose
Fred and Area Superintendent Karen Whetsell.

On October 21, 2021, FHCHS on-campus School Police Officer Jose Martinez-Perez
investigated and prepared police report #21-00002782. Officer Perez closed his
investigation after Ferguson resigned from the school.

District PeopleSoft Personnel records show that Ferguson resigned from the District on
October 14, 2021, the same day the student reported the incident to Principal Rivera.

Ferguson contacted the OIG on June 2, 2022, via phone. Ferguson admitted that he
accepted $80 from the student via a cash app to park on the school campus. Ferguson
reported that he provided those funds to Physical Education Teacher and Dean Ryan
Nani, who turned the funds over to the administration. In an interview with the OIG, Nani
said he did not receive the funds the student paid to Ferguson. On June 6, 2022, the OIG
contacted Ferguson via phone; Ferguson said he was busy and could not meet with the
OIG, but he would arrange to refund the student’s $80 payment.
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The OIG reviewed the FHCHS student parking spreadsheet prepared by Nani, who was
responsible for accepting all student-parking fees and verifying if the student’s funds were
turned over to the administration, as Ferguson alleged. The FHCHS parking spreadsheet
showed that the student’s funds were not recorded as received, nor was the student’s
name indicated in the spreadsheet. School Board Policy 3.02 Code of Ethics states that
District employees will not use their professional relationship or authority with students to
their advantage.

The allegation that former FHCHS Campus Security Aide Ferguson charged a student to
park their vehicle on school grounds was Substantiated.

Between December 14 and 17, 2021, 16-FHCHS chorus students and four chaperones
attended a field trip to New York City. The chaperones were Principal Rivera, Choral
Director Sterling Frederick, Confidential Executive Principal Secretary Susana Segura,
and Segura’s son Brian Bentancourt. Student field trips in-county, out-of-county, and out-
of-state require completing PBCSD 1894, Field Trip Activity Planning Report, Approval
Request, and PBCSD 2149, Field Trip/Activity Roster. The District forms must show the
school and District leadership approval signatures before the scheduled field trip can take
place. The required forms showed school district leadership signatures approving the field
trip to New York City.

Choral Director Sterling Frederick said Principal Riviera invited her daughter on the field
trip. Principal Rivera’s daughter, a former FHCHS student in 2021, attended the field trip
to New York City. Principal Rivera said her daughter was the Historian for the “First Serve
Organization,” which donated $25,000 to cover travel and lodging expenses for the
students and chaperones to travel to New York City. According to Principal Rivera, her
daughter was responsible for chronicling student events during the field trip. Principal
Rivera covered her daughter’'s meal expenses; her daughter lodged with Principal Rivera.
The “First Serve Organization” donated funds to the school and those school funds paid
for Rivera’'s daughters flight. Principal Rivera's daughter was her only family member that
attended the field trip to New York City.

Instructional Superintendent Karen Whetsell said she knew Principal Riviera’s daughter
was a Park Vista Community High School student. Whetsell said the only way Riviera’s
daughter would have been approved to attend the field trip was through the approval of
Principal Riviera. Whetsell further said approving the daughter to attend the field trip is a
“shade-of-gray,” but there is nothing wrong with the daughter attending the field trip as
long as Rivera or her daughter personally pay for her daughter’s expenses.

The OIG contacted the First Serve Organization Chief Operating Officer Jenny Gekas via
email, who stated that the Principal’s daughter was not the historian representing the First
Serve Organization during the New York City field trip nor affiliated with the First Serve
Organization. School Board Policy 3.02 Code of Ethics states that each employee agrees
and pledges to provide the best example possible, striving to demonstrate excellence,

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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integrity, and responsibility in the workplace. In addition, the employee agrees and
pledges to avoid conflicts of interest or any appearance of impropriety.

Segura’s said she and her son, Brian Bentancourt, were selected by the Principal.
Betancourt was selected because they needed a male chaperone. Bentancourt was
registered through the FHCHS volunteer programs. Bentancourt had previously met the
chorus students, and had chaperoned other school events. Segura’s son was her only
family member that attended the New York City field trip. Deputy Superintendent Ed
Tierney, Area Superintendent Karen Whetsell, Principal Esther Rivera, and Choral
Director Frederick Sterling approved the chaperones to accompany the students during
the field trip.

The New York City field trip was not solicited for FHCHS on-campus staff to participate
because of end-of-year final exam testing. Principal Rivera and Area Superintendent
Whetsell decided to have all teachers remain at the school to facilitate the final exam
testing for students. Whetsell said she discussed the timeframe of the field trip with the
Principal. Whetsell said either it was on or near final exam time and that students going
on the trip would possibly need accommodations such as taking the exam before or
immediately after. Academics on the campus were not to be impacted, which influenced
the decision-making on who would chaperone the trip. Whetsell added that Rivera’s
daughter was not a chaperone.

The allegation that, Principal Rivera invited family and friends instead of school staff to
chaperone chorus students that participated in the December 14 thru 17, 2021, choral
field trip to New York City field trip to New York City was Unsubstantiated. It is
Substantiated that Principal Rivera used school funds donated by First Serve to pay for
her daughter’s flight to New York City in violation of School District Policy 3.02 (3).a.b.,
and 3.02 (4).a.g

On August 15, 2022, OIG staff forwarded a copy of the draft report to Forest Hill
Community High School Former Security Aide George Ferguson and Principal Esther
Rivera to respond by September 13, 2022. Ms. Rivera was the only one to respond. Her
response has been attached as (Exhibit 8). A review of the response reveals the
following.

I do not dispute that family and friends were present for the trip to New York
City. The trip was funded through First Serve Organization (“FSO”) and not
with any funds or resources of the School District of Palm Beach County,
Florida. The President of FSA, Paul Van de Grift, personally invited my
daughter to attend the trip because she was unable to attend the prior year
due to COVID. Other than funds used for travel and a hotel room that |
shared with my daughter, no funds from FSO were used for my daughter;
she and/or | paid for all expenses incurred by her during the trip.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the finding the OIG recommends that Director of Professional Standards Vicki
Evans-Pare reviews this report for action deemed appropriate.

This page was left intentionally blank
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INVESTIGATIVE PREDICATE

On March 23, 2022, the School District of Palm Beach County, Office of Inspector General
(OIG) received an anonymous complaint via the OIG Hotline regarding alleged unethical
conduct by former FHCHS Campus Security Aide George Ferguson in that Ferguson
charged a student to park his vehicle on the school campus (Allegation 1).

The complaint also alleged that, Principal Esther Rivera invited family and friends instead
of school staff to chaperone chorus students that participated in the December 14 thru
17, 2021, choral field trip to New York City (Allegation 2) and that Principal Rivera used
school funds to pay for her daughter’s flight to New York City despite her daughter nor
being a member of the choir, a student at FHCHS, or affiliated with First Serve.

On March 23, 2022, OIG Senior Investigator Robert Sheppard was assigned this
complaint for investigation.

The investigative findings of the allegations will be discussed in detail later in this report.

BACKGROUND

Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) is a District school located at 6901 Parker
Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33405. The total school enrollment is 2,463, with a 19:3
Student-Teacher Ratio. The school serves students in grades 9-12."

FHCHS Campus Security Aides provide perimeter access control to District property,
patrol school campus, and parking lots, issue parking violations, maintain daily logs,
observe and report damage to District property, and prepare written reports when
required. 2

Parking on school property is a privilege and not a right for high school students. The
Principal approves students to park privately owned vehicles in school parking lots during
the school day in conjunction with School Board Policy 5.184 Use and Parking of Private
Motor Vehicles on School Property by High School Students. 3

Students operating personally owned vehicles at FHCHS must complete the online
application, General Parking Section Parking Permit for Students, PBCSD Form, 1974,
to obtain a student-parking decal. The parking decal is purchased by students at the
school and is attached to the student’s vehicle to be observed by the on-campus security
staff. FHCHS sells student-parking decals for $100 based on availability and eligibility
determined by the Principal or the designee. Unauthorized vehicles are not permitted to
park on school grounds and will be towed away at the owner’'s expense or booted with a
$25 removal fee 4

' Palm Beach County School District (PBCSD).

2 District's PeopleSoft personnel record, job description #33220 School Campus Aide

? School Board Policy 5.184 Use and Parking of Private Motor Vehicles on School Property by High School Students
* District Form (PBCSD 1974), General Parking Section Parking Permit for Students
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The Principal approved 102 students to park their personally owned vehicles on the
school campus during the 2021-22 school year.

School Board Policies 2.40, Field Trip, and 2.53, Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS),
state that the Principal and or the Area Superintendents must approve chaperones
accompanying students to field trips or extracurricular events in-county, out of county, in-
state or out-of-state.

School Board Policy 3.02 Accountability and Compliance states: Each employee agrees
and pledges to avoid conflicts of interest or any appearance of impropriety.

Field trips require completion of District form PBCSD 1894, Field Trip Activity Planning
Report. The out-of-state field trip form (PBCSD 1894) shows that on December 14 thru
17, 2021, four chaperones accompanied 16-chorus-students to New York City.

Zelle is an easy way to send money directly between almost any U.S. bank accounts
typically within minutes. With just an email address or mobile phone number, you can
quickly, safely and easily send and receive money with more people, regardless of where
they bank.®

ALLEGATION 1

It is alleged that FHCHS Campus Security Aide George Ferguson violated Florida School
Board Policy 3.02 Code of Ethics and 5.184 Use and Parking of Private Motor Vehicles
on School Property by High School Students. In that, Ferguson charged a student to park
their vehicle on the school campus and kept the funds.

Per School Board Policy, 3.02(4)(g),(5)(a)(iv),(d)(v),(e)(vi)(vii)
4. Accountability and Compliance

g. Each employee agrees and pledges to avoid conflicts of interest and any
appearance of impropriety.”

5. Ethical Standards.

a. Abuse of Students — We are committed to ensuring that employee-student
relationships are positive, professional and non-exploitative. We will not
folerate improper employee-student relationships. Each employee should
always maintain a professional relationship with students, both in and
outside of the classroom. Unethical conduct includes but is not limited to:

iv. Using one’s professional relationship or authority with students for one’s

5 According to www.zellepay.com website.
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personal advantage.”

d.  Improper remunerative Conduct — We are committed to a practice of not
accepting gifts or gratuities in violation of the State Code of Ethics or which
give the appearance that the gift improperly influenced our decisions. We
will not solicit students, parents, vendors, lobbyist or others for anything that
provides us a personal benefit different than the public. Unethical conduct
includes but is not limited to:

V. Soliciting or accepting money or any other thing of value including, but not
limited to gifts, favors, services, or promises of future employment, in return
for advice or assistance on matters concerning the operation of the business
of the board.”

e. Avoidance of conflicts of interest and Receipt of Improper Outside Income-
We are committed to declining outside income that might be perceived as
inconsistent, incompatible or in conflict with our official duties. We will not
make decisions or use our position for personal benefit or to gain an
improper advantage. Employees are governed by the statutory provisions
in the “Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees (Code of Ethics),”
and certain statutes in the Florida School Code. As employees, you must
comply with the provisions of the Code of Ethics and the “Principles of
Professional Conduct for the Education Profession in Florida”, Chapter 6A-
10.081,F.A.C., and the provisions outlined herein. A conflict of interest can
exist anytime your position or decision provide the District or yourself with a
financial benefit or improper advantage. A conflict of interest shall be
defined as a situation in which the employee’s regard for a private
interest tends to lead to a disregard of the employee’s public duty or
interest. We are permitted to receive outside income as long as it does not
create a conflict with our work in the School District. Unethical conduct
includes, but is not limited to, the employee:

Vi Accepting outside income in any situation where a reasonable person in
the community would conclude that the receipt of the income would be
inconsistent, incompatible or in conflict with the employee’s official duties
with the school district.

vii.  Soliciting or accepting any personal gifts, favors, or benefits of more than
nominal value during calendar year from any single person or organization
that might benefit from the employee’s decision. This provision does not
apply to: (a) meals provided at an event at which the employee participates
in a seminar or similar activity; (b) travel expenses and meals paid by a
local, state, federal government agency;, or (c) lawful campaign
contributions.”

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General_
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Per School Board Policy 5.184(4)(a),(5)(a)

4. General Statement of Policy. Parking on school property is a privilege, not
a right that may be afforded to high school students. Permission for students
to park private motor vehicles in school parking lots during the school day
must be secured from the school principal.

a. Students who wish to drive to and park at their school shall comply with the
rules and regulations established by the principal of their school and policies
established by the school board.”

"B, Local Rules and Regulations. The School Board hereby authorizes high
school principals to develop and publish local rules and regulations
procedures governing the conditions under which the students may be
granted permission to use the parking facilities available on school property.
These rules and regulations must be consistent with any federal and state
law requirements. The local school rules and regulations shall include, but
not limited to, the following:

a. A general statement indicating that any student who drives to school and
park in the school lot during school hours must obtain a parking permit.
Students and parents must submit a completed application form PBSD
Form 1974 (General Parking Section — Parking Permit for Students), that is
signed by the student and his/her parent and notarized. This form is
attached and incorporated herein by reference as part of this policy and
currently can be found on the District’s form website.”

COMPLAINT

On March 23, 2022, the Office of the Inspector General received anonymous information
via a hotline disclosing an alleged allegation that then FHCHS Campus Security Aide
George Ferguson privately charged a student to park their vehicle on the school campus.

WITNESS INTERVIEW[S]

On April 11, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of the Student was conducted at
Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) in West Palm Beach, FL. The following
represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Student” as it relates to
Allegation 1:

The student said that at the beginning of August 2021, he parked his vehicle in the
surrounding neighborhood next to FHCHS. A couple of weeks later, he received a parking
ticket from the City of West Palm Beach. The student decided to purchase a FHCHS
parking decal. Ferguson told the student that no parking permits were available, but if the
student paid him (Ferguson) $80, he would let the student park his vehicle on campus.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General _
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The student paid Ferguson $80 through a mobile cash app on September 3, 2021
(Exhibit 3). The student said he did not know that Ferguson did not forward the money
to the Principal. The student did not know if Ferguson received money from any other
students to park their vehicles on campus.

Ferguson resigned a few days later and other campus staff told the student that he could
not park his vehicle on campus because he did not have a parking decal. The student
assumed that the Principal was aware of the funds that he paid to Ferguson. The student
approached Principal Rivera and told her about the $80 he paid Ferguson. Principal
Rivera wrote down what he told her regarding the incident (Exhibit 4). The Principal
authorized the student to park his vehicle on the campus. The student said he did not
know Ferguson personally.

On April 11, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of Principal Esther Rivera was
conducted at FHCHS in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and
paraphrased statements made by “Rivera” as it relates to the Allegation 1:

Principal Rivera said she is responsible for approving students to park their vehicles on
the campus. Due to scarce parking spaces, senior class students were given priority to
park their cars on campus on a first-come-first-serve basis. Requirements for students to
park their vehicles on the campus were to complete the online application, provide copies
of their driver’s license, vehicle registration, and car insurance. Students were required to
pay a $100 parking permit fee to obtain an FHCHS parking decal; Teacher Ryan Nani is
responsible for ensuring students provided the required documentation and collected the
student parking fees. Rivera said about 75-100 students purchased parking permits to
park their vehicles on campus.

Ferguson® monitored school parking lots to ensure that staff/student vehicles had visible
FHCHS parking decals that authorized parking on the school campus. For the 2021-22
school year, students are permitted to park their cars on campus and at the city property
next to the school (golf course) in the first row. A cooperative agreement between FHCHS
and the City of West Palm Beach allows FHCHS staff/students to park their vehicles on
the city grounds.

If a student’s vehicle is parked in the wrong location on campus, a violation warning ticket
is attached to the car specifying the violation. If the student continues to violate the student
parking rule(s), direct contact is made with the student. Ferguson was responsible for
preparing parking warning violations.

Rivera said that she is aware of the incident when Ferguson approached the student to
pay $80 through a private mobile “Zelle” cash app to park his vehicle on the school
campus. The student reported the incident to Rivera on October 14, 2021. The student
made the payment to Ferguson on September 3, 2021. A few days after the student

6 According to Rivera, Ferguson submitted a letter of resignation stating he was resigning for family and personal
reasons. Rivera said she never spoke to Ferguson about his resignation she just read his letter.
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reported the incident to Rivera, Rivera approved the student to park his vehicle on the
school campus. Rivera is not aware of any other students who may have paid Ferguson
to park at the school.

On October 14, 2021, Principal Rivera contacted Area Superintendent Karen Whetsell,
Employee Labor Relations (ELR) Manager Jose Fred, and on-campus School Police
Officer Jose Martinez Perez to inform them about the incident.

On April 11, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of School Police Officer Jose
Martinez Perez was conducted at FHCHS in West Palm Beach, FL. The following
represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Officer Perez” as itrelates
to the Allegation 1:

On-campus School Police Officer Martinez-Perez said Principal Rivera reported that
Ferguson privately solicited funds from the senior class student to park their vehicle on
the school campus. Police report #21-00002782 was prepared on October 21, 2021,
detailing the reported incident. The student reported that he paid Ferguson to park his
vehicle on the campus.

On April 13, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of Physical Education (PE) Teacher
and Dean Ryan Nani was conducted at FHCHS in West Palm Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Nani” as it
relates to the Allegation 1:

Nani is responsible for collecting student parking permit funds from students who park
their vehicles on the school campus. Nani said no students approached him to report that
Mr. Ferguson solicited funds from them to park their cars on the campus.

On June 6, 2022, the OIG contacted Nani via email and phone. Nani said he did not
receive the student’s $80 from Ferguson.

SUBJECT INTERVIEW

On June 2 and 6, 2022, an interview of Former Campus Security Aide George
Ferguson was conducted on the phone in West Palm Beach, FL. The following
represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Ferguson” as it relates to
the Allegation 1:

On June 2, 2022, Ferguson contacted the OIG via phone. Ferguson said he did work at
FHCHS. Ferguson remembered accepting $80 from the student through a mobile cash
app. Ferguson said that after the transaction, he immediately paid the $80 to coach Nani.
Coach Nani provided the $80 to the school. (Investigator's Note: On June 6, 2022, the
OIG contacted Nani via email and phone. Nani said he did not receive the students $80
from Ferguson.) Ferguson refused to meet with the OIG to conduct an in person meeting.
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On June 6, 2022, OIG contacted Ferguson via phone. Ferguson said he would arrange
to refund the student’s $80 if permitted. Again, Ferguson said he is busy and could not
meet with the OIG.

RECORDS ANALYSIS

Exhibit 1: 09-03-21, Mobile Cash App Payment from the Student’s mother to a
telephone number identified as belonging to G. Ferguson

Exhibit 2: Student October 14, 2021 written statement

Exhibit 3: School Police Report #21-00002782, Suspicious Incident

On April 11, 2022, OIG staff reviewed the above-listed documents provided by witnesses.
The review disclosed the following:

e On April 11, 2022, the FHCHS Principal Esther Rivera provided the OIG
September 3, 2021, mobile “Zelle” cash app screen page demonstrating that the
student paid $80 to Ferguson to park his private vehicle on the campus (Exhibit
1).

e On April 11, 2022, Principal Rivera provided the OIG a copy of the student’s
October 14, 2021, statement obtained by Rivera detailing that the student paid $80
to Ferguson to park his vehicle on the school campus (Exhibit 2).

¢ FHCHS School Police Report #21-00002782, Suspicious Incident, prepared by
Officer Jose Martinez-Perez, details the student's complaint that he paid Ferguson
$80.00 to park his vehicle on the FHCHS campus (Exhibit 3).

CONCLUSION

It is alleged that former FHCHS Campus Security Aide George Ferguson violated School
Board Policy 3.02(4)(g),(5)(a)(iv),(d)(v),(e)(vi)(vii) Code of Ethics, and 5.184 (4)(a),(5)(a)
Use and Parking of Private Motor Vehicles on School Property by High School Students.
In that, Ferguson privately charged students to park their personally owned vehicle on
school campus grounds.

At FHCHS, the student paid former campus security aide Ferguson $80 through a Zelle
mobile cash app with the name “Hill Fore” created by Ferguson to park his vehicle on the
school campus. On Thursday, October 14, 2021, Ferguson resigned from the School
District due to personal concerns. After Ferguson left the District, an FHCHS staff member
told the student that he could not park his vehicle on the school campus because there
was no school parking decal attached to his car. On the same day, the student reported
to Principal Rivera that he paid $80 to Ferguson through a Zelle mobile cash app to park
his vehicle on the school campus. On October 14, 2021, Principal Rivera reported the
incident to Area Superintendent Karen Whetsell and the Employee Labor Relations (ELR)
Manager Jose Fred. OIG contacted Mr. Fred on April 5, 2022, and Mr. Fred said the
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incident was referred to the School Police in October 2021. On October 21, 2021, FHCHS
on-campus School Police Officer Jose Martinez-Perez investigated and prepared police
report #21-00002782. Principal Rivera subsequently authorized the student to park his
vehicle on campus.

School Police Officer Martinez-Perez, Assistant Principal John Provenzano, and Physical
Education (PE) Dean of Students Ryan Nani said no additional student victims reported
that Ferguson solicited funds to park their vehicles as of today.

Based on the documentation reviewed and testimony obtained, OIG staff determined
there was sufficient evidence to prove that former Campus Security Aide George
Ferguson privately charged students to park their personally owned vehicles on school
campus grounds; thus, the allegation was Substantiated.

ALLEGATION 2

It is alleged that, Principal Rivera invited family and friends instead of school staff to
chaperone chorus students that participated in the December 14-17, 2021, field trip to
New York City. It is further alleged that Principal Rivera improperly used school funds
donated by First Serve to pay for her daughter’s flight despite her daughter not being a
student at FHCHS or authorized by First Serve to act as a historian.

Per School Board Policy 2.40 (3)(a)(c)(d),(4)(b),(6)
3. Approval of Field Trips

a. PBSD 1894, the Field Trip/Activity Planning Report and Approval Request
must be completed and approved for each field trip. No money is to be
raised, plans for the trip made, or contracts signed until proper approval has
been received. All field trips shall be recorded on the school’s calendar with
the required documents on file at the site.

¢. Out-of-county field trips — Groups planning a trip that will take the group
beyond the boundaries of Palm Beach County must obtain approval of the
principal and the area superintendent or designee.

d. Out-of-state field trips — Groups planning a trip that will take the group
beyond the boundaries of Florida must obtain approval of the principal, the
area superintendent or designee, Chief Academic Officer, Chief Operating
Officer or Chief of Staff.”

Per School Board Policy 3.02(4)(a)(qg),(5)(a)(vii)

4. Accountability and Compliance
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a. To provide the best example possible; striving to demonstrate excellence,
integrity and responsibility in the workplace.

g. Each employee agrees and pledges to avoid conflicts of interest or
any appearance of impropriety.

5. Ethical Standards
a. Abuse of students - We are committed to ensuring that employee-student
relationships are positive, professional and non-exploitative. We will not
tolerate employee-student relationships. Each employee should always
maintain a professional relationship with students, both in and outside the
classroom. Unethical conduct includes but is not limited to:

vil.  Engaging in misconduct which affects the health, safety and welfare of a
student(s).”

COMPLAINT

On March 23, 2022, the Office of the Inspector General received anonymous information
via hotline disclosing an allegation that, Principal Rivera invited family and friends instead
of school staff to chaperone chorus students that participated in the December 14-17,
2021, field trip to New York City. Based on information obtained during this investigation,
it is further alleged that Principal Rivera improperly used school funds to pay for her
daughter’s travel despite her daughter not being a student at FHCHS or authorized by
First Serve to act as a historian.

WITNESS INTERVIEWS

On April 11, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of Confidential Executive Principal
Secretary Susan Segura was conducted at FHCHS in West Palm Beach, FL. The
following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Segura” as it
relates to the Allegation 2:

Segura said she was selected by Fredrick and approved by Principal Riviera to chaperone
the students that attended the December 14 thru 17, 2021, field trip to New York City.
Segura’s son Brian Bentancourt, helped chaperone the field trip because the field trip
required another male chaperone. No FHCHS teachers chaperoned due to final exam
testing. Segura provided the OIG FHCHS end of the 2™ nine weeks testing schedule.
The 15t semester exams occurred on December 17, 2021 through December 21, 2021.

Segura said she did not select her son to chaperone the students. Principal Riviera
recommended her son to Fredrick and Fredrick chose her son. Segura said her son was
previously registered through the District VIPS system when he was a student at John 1.
Leonard High School. Her son is now 26 years old. She said her son was screened
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through the VIPS system at FHCHS before attending the field trip to New York City.”
Segura said her son volunteered to chaperone the students and had previously
participated at other school events.

On April 12, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of Choral Director Sterling Frederick
was conducted at FHCHS in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual
and paraphrased statements made by “Frederick” as it relates to the Allegation 2:

Frederick said that there were four chaperones including himself: Principal Esther Rivera,
Confidential Executive Secretary Susana Segura, and Segura’s son Brian Bentancourt.
The chaperones were not members of his family. The organization “First Serve” donated
$25,000 to cover lodging and travel expenses for the 16-chorus students and the four
adult chaperones. Frederick said the chaperones were not members of his family. The
organization “First Serve " donated $25,000.00 to cover lodging and travel expenses for
16-students and 4-chaperones. All students that attended paid $150 to cover their meal
costs. Principal Rivera invited her daughter to attend the field trip. Rivera paid $150 to
cover her daughter's meals, however .

Principal Rivera’s teenage daughter is not an FHCHS student, but did attend the field trip.
Rivera paid for her daughter’'s meals.

On July 21, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of Iinstructional Superintendent Karen
Whetsell was conducted at the Inspector General’s Office in West Palm Beach, FL.
The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Whetsell”
as it relates to the Allegation 2:

Whetsell said she was aware of the Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) field
trip to New York City (NYC). Whetsell's understanding about the field trip was that Choral
Teacher Sterling Frederick managed to secure a grant or donor to pay travel expenses
for students to travel to New York City to open for the Rockettes on a night during their
Christmas performance. Whetsell said she understood little about how the Choral Director
obtained the funds (donor or grant) for students to attend the December 14-17, 2021,

NYC field trip.

For out-of-state field trips staff completes required District forms before receiving
permission. Specific information must be provided about where they are going, why, and
how many students/chaperones would attend. Frederick was responsible for selecting the
chaperones and putting together the initial field trip paperwork. Frederick forwarded the
field trip paperwork to Principal Rivera. Principal Riviera reviewed the paperwork
submitted by Frederick. After Riviera reviewed the paperwork, it was forwarded to the
Regional Office. The Regional Office's Head Secretary reviewed the field trip paperwork.
After the secretary reviewed everything and found it in perfect order, the field trip packet
was forwarded to Whetsell. Whetsell looked at the number of chaperones, students,
where they are going, and the purpose. The packet is then forwarded to Mr. Edward

" District's Raptor/\Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) Software
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Tierney (Deputy Superintendent/Chief of Schools), who is the final sign-off for the out-of-
state field trips (Exhibit 4).

The chaperones were Mr. Frederick, Principal Riviera, and Principal Secretary Ms.
Segura; she believes one other person was listed as a volunteer. The OIG advised
Whetsell that the volunteer was Brian Bentancourt, Ms. Segura’s son. Whetsell did not
know Segura’s son personally, but may have been aware that he was Segura’s son at
the time of her review of the field trip packet. Whetsell said she approved the District
employees’ (Frederick, Riviera, Segura) Temporary Duty Elsewhere (TDE) to attend the
field trip. She also signed the paperwork that listed volunteer Brian Bentancourt. There is
no official TDE form for the volunteer.

Whetsell's understanding of selecting chaperones for field trips varies from school-to-
school. Whetsell’'s review ensures there is at least a 1-to-10 ratio (1 supervisor to 10
students). The New York City Field Trip was a 1-to-5 ratio (1 supervisor to 5 students)
which is not a bad ratio when traveling to New York City during the Christmas season.
Two female supervisors and two male supervisors. The initial field trip request may have
listed 22- students.

Whetsell said she was not initially aware that Principal Riviera's daughter was listed to
attend the field trip. The Principal’'s daughter attended FHCHS her first year and attended
Park Vista her sophomore year. She became aware of the Principal’'s daughter much later
after the field trip because of questions raised about the field trip. Whetsell said she did
approve the Principal’'s daughter to attend the field trip, and that occurred because there
is a form that lists all of the students and chaperones that are attending the field trip.
Whetsell said she signed the form and sent it forward. Whetsell said she never goes
through field trip packets to crosscheck students to match a roster; the schools turn in a
list of students and chaperones. Whetsell signed the forms and moved forward.

Whetsell recalls discussing the timeframe of the trip with the Principal and that either it
was on or near final exam time, and that students going on the trip would possibly need
to have accommodations such as taking the exam prior to the trip or
immediately after. Whetsell also discussed that the academics on the campus were not
to be impacted which would influence decision making on who would chaperone the trip.

On July 27, 2022, the OIG contacted the First Serve Organization Chief Operating
Officer Jenny Gekas via email. Ms. Gekas responded to the OIG via email on July
29, 2022. Ms. Gekas email response was transcribed and attached as the below
statement, as it relates to the Allegation 2:

OIG: Were you aware that Principal Riviera’s child was the historian for the First Serve
Organization during the field trip to New York City?

OIG: Were you aware that Principal Riviera’s child did not attend Forest Hill High School
at the time of the field trip, the child attended Park Vista Community High School...Were
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you aware that your donation to Forest Hill High School sponsored the principal’s child
travel expenses?

“Gekas. Yes, our organization sponsored the Forest Hill High School student’s trip to NYC
as part of their involvement in our program. The money donated was meant to fund Forest
Hill Students and their chaperones in their trip to perform at Radio City Music Hall on
behalf of First Serve.

To directly address the two questions asked, here are the answers:

1. We were not made aware that Principal Riviera's child would be functioning as a
Historian. Photographer, or in any capacity for the First Serve organization during
this trip. This student has no affiliation with the First Serve Program on a
professional level.

2. Furthermore, we were not aware that Principal’s Riviera’s child did not attend
Forest Hill High School at the time of the field trip, nor that our donation to Forest
Hill High School sponsored the child’s travel expenses.

Please let me know if this helps, and if you need anything additional from our end.

Best, [sic]” (Exhibit 5)

SUBJECT INTERVIEW

On April 11, 2022, a sworn recorded interview of Principal Esther Rivera was
conducted at FHCHS in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and
paraphrased statements made by “Rivera” as it relates to the Allegation 2:

Rivera said her teenage daughter, a former FHCHS student in the 2021 school year,
attended the FHCHS New York City field trip. Her daughter is currently enrolled at Park
Vista Community High School. Rivera said she paid for her daughter's meals. The First
Serve Organization donated $25,000 to the FHCHS Choral program to cover the
student’s travel and lodging expenses and paid for her daughter’s travel expenses. Rivera
said her daughter has been the Historian for the First Serve Organization since the 2021
school year and was responsible for photographs and video chorus performances.

Investigators Note: Ms. Rivera’s statement regarding her daughter being the
Historian for the First Serve Organization® is contradicted by the Chief Operating
Officer of First Serve. The OIG contacted the First Serve Organization Chief
Operating Officer Jenny Gekas via email on July 27, 2022, to inquire if the
Principal’s daughter was the Historian for the First Serve Organization. Ms. Gekas
responded via email on July 29, 2022, that the Principal’s daughter was not the
Historian and has no affiliation with the First Serve Organization, (Exhibit 7).

8 Rivera provided this information in follow-up email on April 18, 2022 (Exhibit 6).
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Four chaperones accompanied the students to New York City; herself, Choral Director
Sterling Frederick, Confidential Principal Secretary Susan Segura, and Segura’s son
Brian Bentancourt.

Frederick was responsible for selecting the chaperones. Rivera noted that a second male
was needed so she recommended Betancourt to Fredrick. Fredrick met with Betancourt
and introduced him to the choral students. Fredrick chose Betancourt as a chaperone
after he met him and saw Betancourt interact with the students. Frederick chose Segura
to attend the field trip because she had offered to assist him previously by transporting
students using her vehicle. Segura never actually transported students because Fredrick
and Rivera were able to accommodate all the student'’s that needed transportation in their
vehicles. Segura was ready to assist, but ultimately was not needed to drive students.

Frederick submitted an itinerary field trip plan to Rivera’s office for review/approval. Rivera
Whetsell and Edward Tierney approved the itinerary. When Frederick submitted the
chaperone list to her and Whetsell, there was a need for a male chaperone. Whetsell did
not want Rivera to solicit FHCHS staff because the choral event occurred during final
exam testing. She asked Whetsell if it was permissible for Segura’s son to chaperone,
and Whetsell approved.

Rivera said the chaperones that attended the field trip were not members of her family or
close friends.

RECORDS ANALYSIS

Exhibit 4: PBCSD 1894, Field Trip/Activity Planning Report Form
Exhibit 5: COO Jenny Gekas July 29, 2022, email Reply

Exhibit 6: FHCHS VIPS/Volunteer Registration “Brian Bentancourt”
Exhibit 7: Riviera 04-18-22, email reply

Exhibit 8: Rivera 09-07-22, 20-Day Reply

On April 11, 2022, OIG staff reviewed the above-listed documents provided by witnesses.
The review disclosed the following:

e The PBCSD 1894 Field Trip/Activity Planning Report and Approval Request form
shows that Choral Director Sterling Frederick submitted the December 14-17,
2021, field trip request to Principal Rivera, Area Superintendent Karen Whetsell,
and Chief Academic Officer Edward Tierney. All leadership staff approved the field
trip request (Exhibit 4).

e Chief Operating Officer Jenny Gekas July 29, 2022, email response shows that
the First Serve Organization was not aware that Principal Riviera’s daughter was
not a FHCHS student or that she attended the December 14-17, 2021, choral field
trip to New York City. In addition, that the daughter was not affiliated with the
Organization in any capacity. (Exhibit 5).
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e The FHCHS VIPS spreadsheet shows that Confidential Executive Principal
Secretary Susana Segura’s son, Brian Bentancourt registered on October 14,
2021, before the scheduled chorus December 14-17, 2021, field trip to New York
City (Exhibit 6).

CONCLUSION

Principal Esther Riviera invited her daughter to the December 14-17, 2021, choral field
trip to New York City. The principal's daughter was not a student at FHCHS. Rivera's
daughter was a student at Park Vista Community High School. Principal Riviera said her
daughter was the historian for the First Serve Organization, responsible for chronicling
events during the New York City choral field trip. On July 27, 2022, the OIG contacted the
First Serve Organization Chief Operation Officer Jenny Gekas to inquire if their
organization knew that the daughter was not an FHCHS student and to determine if they
sponsored the daughter’s travel to New York City.

On July 29, 2022, Ms. Gekas stated that the First Serve Organization was not aware that
Rivera’s daughter was not an FHCHS student nor were they aware that they sponsored
the daughter's flight to New York City. Ms. Gekas said Rivera’s daughter was not the
Historian for First Serve and was not affiliated with the First Serve Organization in any
way (Exhibit 7).

The OIG contacted Principal Rivera via email with additional questions related to First
Serve’s response (Exhibit 4). Principal Rivera responded “ | am in the process of hiring
an attorney and my attorney will contact you shortly.”

Segura’s said she and her son, Brian Bentancourt, were selected by Fredrick and
approved by the Principal because they needed a male chaperone. Bentancourt was
registered through the FHCHS volunteer programs. Bentancourt met and interacted with
the chorus students prior to being selected by Fredrick and approved by Rivera to
chaperone the trip. Segura’s son was her only family member that attended the New York
City field trip. Deputy Superintendent Ed Tierney, Area Superintendent Karen Whetsell,
Principal Esther Rivera, and Choral Director Frederick Sterling approved the chaperones
to accompany the students during the field trip.

Teachers from FCCHS were not asked to chaperone the trip to New York City because
of end-of-term final exam testing. Principal Rivera and Area Superintendent Whetsell
decided to have all teachers remain at the school to facilitate the final exam testing for
students. Whetsell said she discussed the timeframe of the field trip with the Principal.
The trip was near final exam time. Academics on the campus were not to be impacted,
which influenced who would chaperone the trip.

Based on the documentation reviewed and testimony obtained, OIG staff determined
there was insufficient evidence to prove Principal Esther Rivera invited family and friends
to chaperone chorus students that participated in the December 14 thru 17, 2021, field
trip to New York City; thus, the Allegation was Unsubstantiated. While Rivera's daughter
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was not a chaperone, Rivera invited her daughter and used school funds donated by First
Serve to pay for her daughter’s flight to New York City. Therefore, the allegation that
Rivera used school funds to pay for her daughter's flight to New York City is
Substantiated.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The anonymous complaint contained two additional allegations that were addressed by
the OIG. The additional allegations are as follow:

1. Principal Esther Rivera allowed Ferguson to “quietly resign” when the issue was
first reported because Rivera “had a close personal relationship” with Ferguson.

OIG Findings: Rivera testified that her relationship with Ferguson was strictly
professional and denied any type of close personal relationship with Ferguson. Rivera
also testified that she learned of Ferguson’s resignation when she reviewed his
resignation letter where he cited family and personal reason for his resignation. She
never met or discussed his resignation with Ferguson. The OIG found no evidence of
Rivera allowing Ferguson to quietly resign due to a close personal relationship.

2. The chaperones did not perform their duties and were instead ‘shopping, partying’
and “one showed up to an event drunk.”

OIG Findings: Rivera, Segura, and Fredrick denied that any chaperone was drinking or
drunk during the trip to New York City. The OIG interviewed five randomly selected
students regarding this issue. All five students testified that they never saw any of the
chaperones drinking alcohol. However, some students stated that they noticed the
chaperones seem “sad”, “happy”, “jittery” or “slurry”, which they opined might mean they
had consumed alcohol. The OIG found no actionable testimonial or other evidence that

the chaperones drank alcohol or were drunk during the field trip to New York City.

The evidentiary standard used by the School District of Palm Beach County OIG in determining
whether the facts and claims asserted in the complaint were proven or disproven is based upon
the preponderance of the evidence. Preponderance of the evidence is contrasted with "beyond
a reasonable doubt,"” which is the more severe test required to convict a criminal and "clear and
convincing evidence,”" a standard describing proof of a matter established to be substantially
more likely than not to be true. OIG investigative findings classified as "substantiated” means
there was sufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion that the actions occurred and
there was a violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to support the allegation. Investigative
findings classified as "unfounded" means sufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion
that the actions did not occur and there was no violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to
substantiate the allegation. Investigative findings classified as "unsubstantiated"” means there
was insufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion that the actions did or did not occur
and a violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to support the allegation could not be proven or
disproven.
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ATTESTATION

I, the undersigned, do hereby swear, under penalty of perjury, to the best of my
personal knowledge, information, and belief, the contents of this report are true
and accurate; and | have not knowingly or willfully deprived or allowed another to
deprive, the subject of the investigation of any rights contained in Sections 112.532
and 112.533, Florida Statutes. This investigation was conducted pursuant to
School District Policy 1.092, Inspector General, and in accordance with applicable
Principles and Standards for Offices of Inspector General as published by the
Association of Inspectors General.

\Rﬁbeﬂ"'Shep‘p'aTd,"Sem'n’ﬂﬁuesthator:I.I

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF PALM BEACH

Sworn to (or affirmclaﬁ,an bscribed before me this 14 day of September, 2022,
by Robert Sheppard, Senior Investigator for the School District of Palm Beach
County, Offi ctor General, who is personally known by me.

ol <k, OSCAR D, RESTREPO
Signéture of Notary Public fff" ) Conmisson G0 2354
D Notary Public or [_] Law Enforcement Officer o fﬂﬁ?ﬁgﬁi -

This investigation was conducted by Senior Investigator Robert Sheppard, supervised by
Director of Investigations Oscar Restrepo and approved by Inspector General Teresa
Michael. The investigation was conducted in accordance with guidance from the
Association of Inspectors General handbook and within standards as prescribed by
Commission for Florida Law Enforce ccreditation.

Reviewed by: / — Date: 7/; }(/ Al

Oscar Restrepo, Director of Investigations

Approved by 4 Lex 7” Date: 7//a *_/ 2 Z_

/Teresa Michael, Inspector General
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September 3, 2021, Mobile Cash App Payment
from

Student’s Mother

To a Telephone Number identified as belonging
to

George Ferguson
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Student October 14, 2021

Written Statement
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Exhibit 3
REDACTED

School Police Report
#21-00002782, Suspicious Incident
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REPORTING OFFICER NARRATIVE TETIE

Padme Beael School District 2100002782

Ollense ate 7 Tome Reported

SUSPICIOUS INCIDENT Thu 10721,2021 )8:33

Viciom

On Thursday  10/2122021, while working at my assigned schoal of Forest Hill HS. 1 was informed by school

Principal Csther Rivera that one of her Emplayees by the name of Gieorge Ferguson (para/ campus security) was
selling parking spots to students when he was hot allowed (o,

Upon making contact with the principal. she stated that a student by the name ol (student 1D
stated that he had Zelled (online money transfer application on phone) to Ferguson for the opportunity to have a
parking spot for Farest Hill HS. This was found out when they were doing parking permit checks and he did not

have anc on his vehicle,
Al this time this report is being classified as a suspicious incident and will be inactive until more students come

forth
I'then spoke to student and he stated the following: the whole first month of August. | was

rarking in the neighborhooad next w the school but ended up getting u ticket for parking. At the beginning of
b & = !y - e [ =
September. | came o the school to gel a parking permit but Ferguson wld me to Zelle him $806 and he will let me

park in the school parking.

The School administration was going o speak 1o Ferguson in relerence to the incident but
Ferguson resigned his position prior to being investigated and nu longer works for the schoo! district,

AL this time. | have no other evidence pertaining to this investigation.

This ends my invelvement in this incident.

Reporting Cilicer: PEREZ MARFINEZ JOSE Primied By 1073802, DAPTIDESK 040572022 10651 . Pave 4
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Exhibit 4
REDACTED
PBCSD 1894, Field Trip/Activity

Planning Report Form




THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PALM BEACH COUNTY Field Trip Type [Out-of-State
,{ 3 DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING SERVICES
o ] ] » H 2021- 2,
%‘L Field Trip/Activity Planning Fiscal Year |2021-202 M

Report and Approval Request

Complete this request to recaive approval for a field trip or school activily. Review Schaol Board policies

I

School # | School Grade Level | Trip Sponsor Phone / PX
0581 | FOREST HILL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOQ!| 9TH-12TH | MR. §, FREDERICK 52404

Activity or Fiald Trip

DIMENSION 20 PERFORMANCE AT 2021 ROCKETTES CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR SHOW

City State Country

NEW YORK NEW YORK UNITED STATES

Purpose of Activiy or Trlp

PERFORMANCE AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL .

Start Date Time )End Date Time Request Date | Giuk or Group

12142021  7.00 am | 12/18/2021 1:00 am | 8/2372021 CHORUS DEFARTMENT
Descripticn of Activity or Trip
THE DIMENSION 20 CHORTUS HAS BEEN SELECTED AS ONE OF THE OPENING ACTS FOR THE RENOWN
ROCKETTES CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR SHOW AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL IN NEW YORK CITY, THIS 18 AN
EXTREMELY PRESTIGIOUS EVENT THAT IS INVITATION ONLY, WHILE IN NEW YORK WE WOULD PERFORM ON
THE WORLD-FAMOUS RADIO CITY STAGE, THE REMAINDER OF THE TIME WOULD BE SPENT TQURING NEW
YORK AND EXPERIENCING THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE CITY.

Dimension 20 Trip Chaperones

For out-of-county trips, if trip cancellation / interruption insurance Is available, S8DPBG recommends that this insurance be
purchased, '

Estimated Costs and Fundlhg Source

Admisslon/ Enrichment  Total Est, " Funding
Registration  Transportation Meals Lodging Activity Other Feas Costs Source
$4,000 $8000 | S0 | #8000 | $2000 $0 $22,000 | |Toternal Accounts
Estimated Participants Estimated Number of Staff
School Substitute
Femals Male Total Custodlans Police Teachers
# Chaporones ! 2 2 I 4 ] l 0 I | 0 I | 1 |
Other Staff (specify)
# Students Participating | 12 [ 10 | 22 ] | N/A |

Transportation and Number of Yehicles Hequired
Buses  Cars, Vans Other ‘
t 0 | PLANE |

If the fellowing items are required, describe the items and indicate who will provide tham,

Equipment  |N/A

Clean-up N/A.
Meals/shacks [WN/A

PBSD 1894 (Rev. 6/17/2021) Record Copy - Principal or Instructlonal Area Office (as appropriatel  Copy - Sponsoy Page 1 of 3




Field Trip/Activity Plannirg
Report and Approval
Request continued

itinerary

Activity or Fleld Trip

School #

IN 20 PERFORMANCE AT 2021 ROCKETTES CHRISTMAS SPECTACUL 0581

Provide a complete detalled ltinerary including times and location. Use approximate time If unsure of exact time. List all
probable stops Including meals. For example, "At 8:00 AM. bus leaves school parking fot; two hour travel time on bus,
no stops; 10:00 A.M. bus arrives Disney World,” Approval will be based upon this sequential schedule, Thers can be no
additional stops added without prior approval unless an emergency ocours. Parents must be aware of this schaduls
whan their parmigslon Is obtained. Attach additional pages if needed.

Date

Time

Activity

12/14/2021

7:00 am

ARRIVAL AT PALM BEACH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

12/14/2021

1:30 pm

ARRIVAL AT THE ROW HOTEL (700 3TH AVE NEW YORK 10036)

1271472021

2:30 pm

TIME SQUARE FOR LUNCH /DINNER

12/14/2021

4:30 pm

GET READY FOR THE BIG SHOW

1241472021

6:00 pm

RADIO CITY FOR WARM-UJPS

12/14/2021

8:00 pm

PERFORMANCE/WATCH THE ROCKETTES/AFTER SHOW DINNER/HOTEL

12/15/2021

10:00 am

BREAKFAST

12/15/2021

10:00 am

BREAKFAST

124152021

1:00 pm

ICE SKATING ROCKERFELLER CENTER

12/15/2021

3:00 pro

LUNCH/CENTRAL PARK

12/15f2021

7:00 pm

DINNER

12/15/2021

9:00 pm

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING

12/16/2021

10:00 pm

HOTEL

12/16/2021

10:00 am

BREAKFAST

1241672021

1:00 pm

MADISON SQUARE GARDENS/LUNCH

12/16/2021

3:30pm

GET READY FOR LION KING

12/16/2021

5:00 pm

DINNER

12/1'7172021

700 pm

LION KING/TIME SQUARE/HOTEL

12/17/2021

9:00 pm

BREAKFAST

12/17/2021

11:30 am

MADAME TUSSAUDS/LUNCH

1211712621

1:00 pm

MEET THE BUS

1211772021

3:00 pm

FLOAT BY LADY LIBERTY/WALL STREET

12/17/2021

6:00 pm

DINNER

1241712021

8:00 pm

AIRPORT {LaGuardia)

12/17/2021

1:00 am

HOME

PBSD 1894 (Rev. 6/17/2021)

Record Copy - Pringipal or Insi!_rucﬂonal Area Office {as appropriats)

Gopy - Sponsor Page 2 0f 3




Field Trip/Activity Planning Activity or Field Trip School #
Report and Approval IN 20 PERFORMANCE AT 2021 ROCKETTES CHRISTMAS SPECTACUL 0581

Reguest continued
Notes

Funding
No penalty of any type will be imposed against the student based upon a failure to pay. No student shall be denied the

right to participate for failure to pay. The principal may forgo a planned activity or use of a particular item based upon the
collection of insufficient funds to cover the cost of the item or activity.

Chaperones
All groups going on field trips are required to have sufficient chaperones to ensure each student's safety and to meet the

student's personal health and security needs. All chaperones must have a completed and approved Schoo! Volunteer
On-Line Application on record at the school prior to the event (see the School Volunteer Coordinator). Provide a
description of circumstances or times that the students will NOT be supervised by school staff or parents although adult
supervisors will be present. (EXAMPLE: When students are on the rides at Disney World they will be treated and will be
subject to the same level of supervision by the Disney World staff as any other visitor.) If this request is approved provide
a list of all chaperones and their telephone numbers to the principal. Chaperones should be advised that they have the
authority to direct students to stop any activity the chaperone deems unsafe or unreasonable. If students refuse to
discontinue the activity, the chaperone should report the incident to the teacher/administrator immediately.

Transportation

Each person transporting the students in a private vehicle must show proof of current automobile liability insurance to the
school supervisor and upon request to the parents/guardians of the student traveling in the vehicle. Volunteer drivers are
required to carry minimum insurance requirements as specified by Fla. Stat. 627.736. All volunteer drivers must have a
completed and approved School Volunteer On-Line Application on record at the schoal prior to the event (see the School
Volunteer Coordinator). The school must obtain a copy of each driver's auto insurance card and license before the event.

Medication/Medical Treatment While Away from School

Each field trip sponsor/coordinator must contact the schaol nurse to obtain a copy of School District of Palm Beach
County Field Trip Coordinator's Guide to Medications/Treatments While Away from School and implement the
procedures contained therein. Additionally, each field trip sponsor/coardinator must contact the school nurse to obtain a
copy of each student's PBSD 2649, Medical Disciosure & Acknowledgement of Procedures for Administration of

Medication and/or Medical Treatment on Field Trips, and implement the procedures contained therein.

| have completed the eLearning on field trips.
(® Yes O No

| Sterling Frederick
8/23/2021, 1:35:56 PM

Esther Rivera Region

8/23/2021, 2:51:24 PM

Karen Whetsell
10/11/2021, 2:46:26 PM

Edward Tierney
10/21/2021, 11:25:26 AM

PDF How to route a form

HaAaw +n attarnh
o atclh

Attach a PDF file Go

PBSD 1894 (Rev. 6/17/2021) Record Copy - Principal or Instructional Area Office (as appropriate) Copy - Sponsor Page 30f 3



NOTES FOR THIS FORM:
Recelved From: Kelly Cox Time: Ot 19, 2021, 2:20 PM
Hi Theroaa:

Please ignore the attached TDE, they (3} will be coming under separate cover. Thank
you. Relly

Received from: Kelly Cox Time: Oct 1%, 2021, 7:05 aM

GM Esther:
Please attach the signed PBSD 2149 to this document along with the hotel/resgervation
{(with cost) and transfer it back to me ASBAP for fFfuriher approval. Alsc, please send me
TDE's {with this approved PBSD 1894 to each one) for Frederick, Burk, Sterling, and
Rivera (I am transferring yours bagk to you)., Please call me wlth any guestions.
Thanks, Kelly
Received from: Karen Whetsell Time: Oct 11, 2021, 1:28 PM

please attach plan for what will happen ig a student/staff exhibit covid symptoms or

tests positive.

e —ca e .




Trace for form: Field Trip/Activity Planning Report and Approval Redquest: PBSD 1894
Pirst Name: Sterling DLast Name: Frederick

Racelved from:
2021, 1:40 PM
Repeived from:
PM

Recedved from:
3:49 BM
Received from:
2021, 1:28 PM
Received From:
1131 PM
Received from:
1:44 BM
Received from:
2146 PM
Recedlved from:
7:05 AM
Received from:
2021, 10:04 aMm
Received from:
10:;11 AM
Received from:
PM

Recelved from:
Time: Oct 21,

Bterling Frederick Assigned to: Esthexr Rivera Action: Route Time: Aug 23,

Esther Rivera Assigned te: Kelly Cox Action: Route Time: Aug 23, 2021, 2151

Kelly Cox Asaigned to: Karen Whetsell Action: Transfer Time: Aug 23, 2021,
Karen Whetsell Asaigned to: Esther Rivera Action: Transfer Time: Oct 11,
Father Rivera Assiéned tot Kelly Cox Action: Transfer Time: Oct 11, 2021,
Relly Cox Assi¢gned to: Karen Whetsell Action: Transfer Time: Qct 11, 2021,
Karen Whetsell Aessigned to: Relly Cox Action: Route Time: Qct 11, 2021,
Kelly Cox Assigned to: Eather Rivera Action: Transfer Fime: Oct 19, 2021,
Esther Rivera Assigned to: Susana Segura Action: Tranafer Time: Oct 19,
Susana Segura Assigned to: Kelly Cox Action: Transfer Time: Qct 19, 2021,
Kelly Cox Ampsigned to: 2052_DSBCOS Action: Transfer Time: Oct 19, 2021, 2:20

Michelle Fleming ({(Goncalves) Assigned to: Edward Tlerney Action: Transfer

2021, 95:05 AM
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN DoubloTree New York Times Square West AND
: Forest il High Sohool

This letter .of agreemant {"Agseament”) dated Monday, Septambar 27, 2021 “Agreamant
Bffective Date"), Is onlered Into by and belween Forest HIlE High Schoal ("Olient’) and The
DoubleTree New York Times Square West ("Hotel") and ouiines the understanding of the terms
and conditions for this event ideniifed below (*Event).

Girgup Sulos o
. | Forest HIll High Schanl Gantact: | Marion Bl Awar
Bvent | Forest HIIl High School Hotel: | DoublaTres by Hiiton New York Times
Nue: . Bouare West - .
Cliont | Sterfing Froderiok Diractor of Sales & Markoting
Gontast | 6901 Parker Ave 350 Wast 40 5t
Waot Palrm Boach, I, 33408 New York, NY 10018
. | 518) 8410971 (B46)-609-1170
Sterling.fradetick@paimbeschechools.org | merdon.elawardhltion,com

The Hotel agreas o hold the guestrooma and the soace utiined I the Agrseiment i & tntative banls unbl Monday,
Detober 1, 2084, THE SIANEED AGREEMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY HOTEL NG LATER THAN Monday,
Qutohor 3; 2024, IN ORDER FOR THIS AGREEMENT TO BE VALID. After this dete, Hoto! resaivag the right to
reloaad the ruoms and apaca for sal (o the publis, if & tequest |s received more than (24) twanly-four houra In
#dverias of thls date by ancther party, the Hobel will nolity e Client sind the Gllent will have {24) twanky Jour
hotirss from the lime of nelifivetion by the Hotel te confirm by slgneture of fhts Agreement or releass the

ropme/apace, :
Pates of Event: Tussday, December 14, 2021 - Friday, December, 17, 2021

GUEST ROOM COOMMITIENT: The Motel agrees ihat It wil provids, and the Client named sbove ROress
that it wilf he rowponalble for utliziig 50 reom nighte In e pattern ot foith balows '

ROOM BLOGK & RATES;
Tuedgiagon | 1 Wedadebmom o | T iohdied)
, Roems |, Rete | Rooms |  Rate | Roonls |~ Rede -
o B 7 §aano0 Y #2290 7 #2000
g Bad . 8l 2000 al  $200.00 3l sa0m.00

TR

Pipe Lop3

.- e e




g::»ta'l rgton aonflrmed abave are for single/doule ceoupancy. Addilsnal ocoupaists may be subjoet i & additlonal
mm&l

TAXES ond SERVICE CHARGES: Rates do not Inalude spplioabte atate and local taxas, wiioh afe sl forlh
below, s ara subject 1 tharge.

Roam Tax 14.876%
Onoupancy Tax & .40

30 MAETRRCIN:

0 ' .
Gueat 1gom resarveians witl ba made by rooming fat that Inoludes a olsar Fating of names, :
arrivalfdepariur dates, and iypes of avseninodations deslrad for oguh Mdlvidoal, The rooming Het st
ha tceivise 180 tater than Sundey, Novambar, 14, 2021, All ressrvefions made by reoming lat wil be

guerantosd for sirval fo the Maskr Account,

GUT-OPF DATE:
The cubolfdate for asosplivg reservatiens o this oo block s 8:001M local tre st Hotel on Monday, November

14, 2021, Ressryalion roquents racalved eftor B:00PH looel ime at the Hotel an the sul-oif dat wil ba bread on
avatlabiity and aweﬂad at bhe prevaling rates, Hotel reseivas tha right fo releas for general sale any unused
. pertion of the rocm B ol

The Client, agraes that l the Holel doos not recalve the toomisg llst by the dets listed bove than the Hotel will ask
the Clant for & room blook puseantes, n order for the Holel to gontiie to hold the Cltents raom Liock the Client
it submit thia guaraniee I wilting onor bafore the eialiishad Olent aut-off dit. Dice this giarantss has bean
rsoelved by the hotel, Clant atitees that the alfowable mom Rlaak usage rsductions will be walved by the Chient,

Chatit sl be reaponeile for thelr snttto gprarahiee. If Gllont's guarantes Is lower then e allowsble roam block
ueage proviskng, then the Clent wil be responsible for the contracted roum nights sfter e out-off deda.

Rutes will be avallable 3 deys por and & days after the event dates Indicalad I the room Block, subjact ty
sonfracled room type and aviliabilty at ime of rogsrvations. Exceptions inetude hollday periods, oty wide events,

and phanges In sulllig seusch.

NQN.GQMMMMdNABLm Raurn rates gucted ave nef, nan-coramissionable and are bassd on the anival and
dopariure palierm Indioatoc,

BREOSET PAYMENT SCHEDULE: Based on Client's eslivatod Mastor Aosount chatgas, Cllsit agresa to the
following advars depostt achedule aa approvad In witlng by Cllent

“Frangaction Type | . - AP TYRE £ v | o i 06 L | - el AMOYNL
apasi Bl 1011478021 $2.230
 Full pryment ... L bos TUANR021 | §4480 pluk tiee

Flaass hato that: it the Intlal depostt aned Aprasment are niet reueivad by tha date vutllnest abave, Hotel reasrves ihy
Hht to releass the acaommodationg being held,

BILLING! Cheik Ono Option; I Malther Dption is Chesked, Rooss will be ehargod to the Master Acoount

Fi OPTION A: Client Pays Room, Tux and Events

Pogn ot




Cliert shell ancept vesonsil Ity for roe, tax, parking, audio vieual, foot) and heverage funotiona I
suthorized agrvivs, These charwe wil he:'blila 1% the Mester Aacount oy if pradit gﬁﬁ vl fa gm?i{al?:isl'r:

p
pocordancs Wit the Hotely aradlt approval process, individusls shall bo responsiisle for sy ahe
Inpur yhi jil'ﬁ nat, auth f&ba bitad to tha Waster Aungunt. The Dﬁmmn ﬂmﬁﬁ
el im %E:l égyﬁ@ g (Namin) to review and approve all sheegas hiftod to

F’Vﬁgﬁm Bt Clisnt Pays Al Charges .

The CHant wi mmgtﬂmspana Ibliby for ratm, Lax, parkhisg, Incidantals, and ali suthorzed servios ohargos,
Thawe vhatyes wil b direct billed to the Maatar Acsnunt only If aredit approval is granted Iy accordanse
with the Hotel's sradit appiove) prssess,

™ OPTION & Individual Bays All Charges
Inclividuais shall bs reaponafivle for thelr ow room, tax, darking, Inoldental sharges, and any cther sharges
not authatlzad by Oflant to bo biled fo the Master Acanunt. All vharges nairvod are to ba pald ypon
choakatit, The Cllent's Muster Acoount (e limitet to charges for mestling/funciir room rental, st visus,
food anid baverage funotions and ofher toquested ssrvices,

GUARANTHED REBERVATIONS: Al reservations rust be accompanlad by & first night reoim deposit o
guerantesd with a mejor orodit caid or by the Glient, Hotel Will hot hold any reservations unlesa sactred by one of

the above methods,

MASTER AGGOUNT: Hotel must e nolfiad at least (7) seven days priot 4o andvel of the authaized signatories
and the chaegas that are to be poatad 0 the Master Avcounds, Any cancelietion or aitridon face wi be blllad to fhe

Naster Anoaurt.

PAYMENT BY CRENT CARD OR COMPANY GHECK: If Gifont wishes to pay any porlion of Ba abligetion

by cradit card ar somipany chack, the weedlt oard information must ba provided to the hotel along with asdlt pard

m()ﬂ:tatiﬁu Infom*nt;tm, Tﬁlabpmg :}m;gt alkcr by folla\r;?‘d rt;k dir%c':lt bhllllng by ?ﬁtthg‘!ﬂn mpm\ied ahd tha, Mastay
Lt oharges W paid by urd o gompany checlk, Glle raen fhet the Fotsl m b

oradit card any payment as required under il Gllent Bales Agrasmient, i % ekt 1o thig

CHECIK-AN/CHECK-QUT PROCEDURE: Motel shack In ime s 3:005m an the day of arrival end check out e
I8 12:00pm the dey of departure. Flsase advist Us of e eelimated time of anival and departura, daily Bineraries,
uny other parfinent information that will help ws plen for o smpoth treneftio with our i,

PORTERAGE: A porterage chargy of $9.00 per persor tound tdp wilt apply t any applicable cliont arrival
Hepartura, Porierage wil b charged to Glant's Master Aegount and amogfr:t s atbject m'; oheatge. valand

SURCHARGES; HOTEL FIERSE; PACKAGE FEES: Ther will bie 2 $25.00 per box, Incemiflig and $25.00 steioing

-hainclivg chisrge for all boes proceased by e Hotel. No texes or ofher mandetory spchiesges (oiuding vesort fees
ar packags handling foas) we die by Ollent or fta gusets or atiendess for saviass coverad by thls Agreement énoept
vie speantiivally enurharated In thia Clant Meeting Agrecment or otheralos approved by an suthortzed rapresentative of
ther Gl In wetling prfor fo cominencement of the avent ncludiig In a Benduet Evant Order (B20),

TOTAL MINMURM REVIENUE: Totel Miimum Reventa tepeasents the total eottraated guest rooms phig the
eninimuin food and beverage reduirement, Forthi purpoes of this Agreemaent, the valye of thig porion [;

i‘fuﬁnlmum Clllgst Hoom Reveie (#ofroom sights In $5,680.00

Room Blpok ¥ saiyantes Rates): N
|, Totm e SEBUYG0

Prijm 3 ab %

" me—




i Cliont doag not il ol of e commitmaenia or aanosls this A%rvamam, Cllent agrees that Hotel will suffer damages
thak witt be diffioult to detarining, The "Altritlon” s “Ganosllation” provislona below provide for Byuidated damages
Byreod upon by the parties a8 4 rersonable estimate of Hutel's losses anct do hot aonstituts # penalty of any kind,

ATTRIVION: Cliant wil moet its minkimum revente requiatmerts under this Agrsement I It lfils ke adjusted
minimut guset room revenue coimmitrant baasd an the sitrilon allowahos botow.

[Adfisted Gontrastod Buset 5in Rovemisr | B0% AT §8,800,00 = 58,364 ]

"Thilg altsftion aliswanas does not apply § Bltent cananls i Agreamant or dess not hold the Event, if Glent holds
fta gvent, tut doss hot fulfill s adjusted minimam guost rotm revenus sommiiment It will pay guest roam alitiion
clemagos (plus el applivable taxas) as a repsotiable estimets of HoteVa losses as followns:

Hedl Toom Afition Damages = AdJusted MITTMUM GUas, Koo Reverine MU Aclual guast foom
ravanus from Rom Blook .

Cllent agraes that estimatod Suest Room Altritlen Damages will be peld ot least {14) fourtaen dey in advanos of
arrival, oven I ciract Biling has been epproved. Cllent vl Feceive a oredit if the final damages vary fom e

Batfirated demagad,

CANGELLATION OFYION: Should thers be a tencellaion of the ontire pragraim; the cancelleflon polley
overtidea the attrition aiowances In the Agresmont. Therefor, the paries agree that in e event of 8 canceliaion
of the willre prograr, actual demages will be diffloul fo aseestaln, and the foflowing desmibag the computation of
the kg damagas o be appliad In the avent of sancellation: _

Tha llquldated damages applicd die to cangalistion whl be charged an follows:

Caneollation Dale Cancoliation Fang - )

[ Fiom 90 daya 16 61 days pror 1o acivel % of tefal miliiium Cuoet Roor Revers |
Front 80 claya to i1 [%r;p; 16 arrval B0% of tota) mipimum Guest Room Revenus |
Frorn 50 tays to arivl do 106% of total minkmyne Buget Roor Reyenis

Al Cuaposlistian Feas, plus applicable taxes are due and payable Upen recelpt of the nvolos,

" HOTEL CANCELLATION: Hobol rererves the Hght fo cansal thia Agrectoent i s entirety for the followlng
rARBOHE

A, Holol determices that, fwough elther frauel or mianspresentation, this nature, purpose or brals
for Client’s use of the Hotsl Is other than hes besn spuoifically represented to Hotel,

B. Clienty fallure to pay In avcardance with the tarme of thls Agreement, i insolvenny, the misking of
a transfor or meulgiment for the henofit of oreditors, whether by Faidulant or leglimate means, or the

yolurtary or involurstary flling of Bankriptay.

FORCE MAJEURE: Yha parlormance of this Agrasment by elther paty I6 oublect to avts of God, govemmant
authosliy, disasten, sbites, oivil dlaorders, or other emegenckis, any of which tiake i lagal or impoasible to provids
o faplliies andlor servious for the Bvent. The perfoninance of such parly shail he axpuser for suoh repsohahle
time a8 may be reguled lo resume parformence following cessation of such oause, I uneble to reaume
perfarmance, I ks provided that this Agreament mey by terminated withoud Habillty for any one or mors of auoh

remgeng by writhon notlos front oite party 1o iha other. -

INSLIRANGE: Tha Hotel ahd Client shall ehitain and maitialn ahd provide evidenoe of ineurancs upon requsst of
the other Parly in amounta aufficlont o povide coverages for any leblilles which may reasonakly ardes out of or

vt fronn Ha obifgations porayant to this Agresment,

Pl at3-




SECURITY: Motel cannok ansure the seuurlty of itams felt twtlehided in funofion ro

may be mads with Hotel for seauiing a limited number of valusble tems, If Bilsnt pe

ul
regieot fo such Kema oF for atty other reasan, Ollent mar. In s diacrotion, uilllze ﬂa
tequost ihat Hotel assiat In making thess arange Bay

eubjeot do Hotel approval,

COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS: Baoh purty ehalt comiply with il appllonble faderal,
and other lws, governiment regulations and orders I connection with this Agroamen
without kel those set farth hereln antt 4t llvenaing requirements of the stets In

pravided,

GUESTS WITH DISABILITIES: Tha Hobed shall provide, 1o the axlant
sidior servicas e may he reasonahly requenied by Client, provided thet
nofioe to the Hotalof sieh neads, Gllentshall by responstilafor the ooet of
ahgagament of and pavment to spedlaiized sorvice providers,
iypos and quantites yploally maintained by the Hotet,

ENFORCEMENT: This Agresmuent shall be effgctive
canptivued Under the liwe of the state In whith the Hobe
dispute betwaen the parties, the prrles agrey that all

i, Al

|ia locatad, andin the
Yination shall b com

oma. Bpedial arangaments
ras aciditionat securily with
oW saaurity personnel b
Uty persanhnel i ho Wikzed duning the Mesting are

tate sid ool employment
tand the Berviow, ino idlirsg)
whith tha servoos are 1o by

raduirsd by the Act, sush guxiiary sids
Clhant giivas ressonable advence wiitien
any ailiery Blds and servioss (inoliing
aLich a4 slgn language Intarprotery), other twn those

akweon ffve Cllent ahd the Hotal, This Agteenent shall ba
avent Bigation s ractired due t any
menged srd malmtained I the State

Coerte of Hotet's Incatlon. In the event of ifgation, whether uhder thig Agreamant or for the ealisatior of any suns,

arfsing outof Cllent's use of the Mol
faailiay, the prevaliing parly I such

oppea,

NOTICE: Any natlos raguired or petmition by the term
by certified of raglstersd mall, ratiim receipt requasta

' feofitlas upder ihia Agreeinent, whether for ko
litigalteen shalt be entifed to recover atlarney’s
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Field Trip / Activity Roster

The Field Trip Activity Roster (PBSD 2148) may be used Lo list students and chaperones involved in a field activity. There
are 168 lines on this form to list students and chaperones. If more lines are neaded, complete a second form. Indicate in
number of total names listed on both forms and if more than one form is being submitted.

Itis mandatory to complete this roster for Out-of-State, Out-of-Country, or Overseas trips and should be submitted for
approval approximately two weeks prior to the departure date. If the field tip is not fully funded at the time the form is
submitted for approval, attach a plan for covering the shortfall before the dose of the school vear. Read directions an

page one carefully,

Sehonl o - Eﬂclmnl # A Trip/fctivity Bagin Dale Tnp!!\mivilyg;(; or Raturn Nate .‘
|
Forest Hill High School 1 N381 December 14,2021 December 17, 202
i
Activity or Field Trip TeacherTrip Spansor Charge Per Person J
Performing at Radio City Mr. Sterlng Frederick $130.00 :
FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF THE TRIP
Total TripCost ___ 25.000
Total Payments Received
Funds Generated from Fundraising, Donations, and Other Revenues. ) 25,000
Funding Status Surplus (Deficit)
Total numiber of forms complete for this trip - 16
Total number of names listad on form(s) 9%
S 4
Comments

e |

_;\\qmm %m/ ID.Ja7]

Sighature of Prncigal or Désignee Date  Signature of Instruclional/Regional Superintendeant Date
(Ouit of State, Fongign Overssas)

Gt e % Whet g g0
A\

PBSD 2149 (Rev. 7/16/2018)

Page of



THE 8CHOOL DISTRICT OF PALM BEAGH COUNTY

Field Trip / Activity Rester
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FOREST HILL HIGH SCHOOL
DIMENSION 20
NEW YORK TRIP
SAFETY RULES AND GUIDELINES

Parent meetings
Dates: September 27
© Qctober 4
October 11
Time: 6 pm
Location: Chorus room
Agenda Items:

A. Parent Agreement
1. Parents understand money may not be refunded if the trip is cancelled due to

COVID,
2, Parents ynderstand that if their student is unable to travel they will not receive
a refund.
3. Parents undesstand that if their child becomes ill during the trip they will have to
pick up their child,
a. Students will follow all safety rules and goidelines while in New York
City. Mr. Frederick will take student temperatures per day before
breakfast. Students will dress appropriately and follow all Palm Beach
School District’s guidelines for behavior. Students will share hotel rooms,
We have planned for only two students per room.
b. If a student is ill and needs medical attention, Student and Mr. Frederick
will report to the nearest hospital. Mr. Frederick will stay with student at
the hospital. Parent will be contacted to report to New York at that time.
¢. The Principal, Ms. Rivera, will take responsibility for the group/trip in
the event that Mr. Frederick must accompany a student if ill,
4. Parent(s) will sign a form that will agree to all safety guidelines, “no refund”
policy. and their responsibilities if their student needs medical assistance.
B. COVID Waiver:
C. Venue Guidelines
1. Jet Blue




COVID-19 and Voluntary Extracurricular Activities
Summer 2020 and School Year 2020-21

I desire to participate or allow ey childiren) o purticipute m one or more voluntary exteacuriculuy
activities sponsored by the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, and tlie School District of
Palm Beach County, Florida (collectively, *PBCSD™). The novel coronavirus known as COVID-(9
has been declared as a worldwide pandemic wnd 1s believed o be contagious and spread by person-
lo-person contact or contact with abjects exposed 1o an mfected person. Federal. state. and locyl
e measures 1o prevent e spread of COVID-19,

agencies recommuend social distancing and ot

PBOSD will conduct cettain extrcurricwdar activities beaiming i the Summer of 20200 and
continuing wte the 2020-21 school year. These activities. hereinafter known as “Activity.” will be
conducted with safety protocols appropriate under the circumstances at the tme. For the safety of all
people mvolved. participants in the Activity will be required 1o adhere 1o all safety protweals and are
subject o immediate removal from the Acovity if they do not comply, Extracurriculur aetivities are
a privilege. and not a nght, of public school students,

In an effort w ensure the safety and wellness of our school community. [ understand the importance
of students being healthy und sale when they participaie in the Activity. By signing below, | ugree

that T wall:

e Perform datly temperature checks on my chiddiren) w sereen for fever before arrival for tie
Activity, Fever is delined us a temperature over [00.4 F or 380 C 1 my childiren) has a
fever. [will not permit my childiren) o participate in the Activity ontl he/she has been

without a tever for at least 72 hours.

e Make o viseal mspection of my chid(ren) for signs of tlness which could include: fever or
chills. cough. shortmess of hreath or difficulty breathing, fatigee. muscle or body aches.
headache. new loss of taste or smell. sore throat. congestion or riny nose. gausea or
vomiting. diarrhea, flushed cheeks. rapid breathing or difficuly breathing (without recent
pliysical activity), fatigue. or extreme fussiness. 16 my children) has exbubited any of these
stgns or symptoms, [wall not pernut my childiren) o participate i the Activity until he 'she
has been without signs or symptonss for at least 72 hours.

e Confurm that my chilldiren) has not been in contact with somevne who has enther tested
positive for COVID-=19 i the past 14 davs or is waiting for test results, [fmy child(reny has
been ur contact with such a person. | will not permit my child(ren) to purticipate in the
Activity until 14 duys have elapsed since the thine of contuct,



By signing this document below, | acknowledge and affirm all of the statements above. | also
voluntartly assume all risks that [ and/or my child(ren) may be exposed 10 or mlected by COVID- 19
as @ result of paroaipation in the Activaty. and that such exposure or infection may resull i personal
mjury. tlness, sickness. andior death. T understand that the risk of exposure o infection muay result
from the actions, omissions, vr neghgence of myself, my childiren). PBCSD cinployees. stalf,
volunteers, or agents. other Activity participants. or others not Listed. and T acknowledee that sl such

risks are Known o me.

Palsw acknowledue and understand that betore being allowed 10 participate in the Activity, my child
may be subjected 1w non-mvasive health sereening, including but not limited 1 the use of an mfrared
thermometer: my chuld may. wt PBOSIY s discretion, be dented participation m the Activity based on

the results ofthe sereenmg.

Iy consideration of my and my childfren) being uble W participate i the Activity. L oon behalf of
myselll as well as anyvone entitled 1o act on my bebalfl hereby forever waive, release. and hold 1he
School Board of Palm Beack County. Florwdu, and its employees and agents hamnless from any and
all cluims. suils. Lability. actions, judgments, attorneys” fees. costs. and any expenses ol any kind
resulting from ujuries or damages. grounded i tort or otherwise, that 1 andfor my childiren). or my
Or elr representalives., sustum durnng or relaied to my child(ren)'s participation or involvement o the
Activity

Stpnature of Furent Guardian Signature of Studend
Print name of PiventGuardman ™7 Prictname ol Stident 7

Date of signature [hite of stgnaiure



JetBlue Airline Covid Reguirements (hitps://www.jetblue.com/covid-19-info-hyb)

® The mask is not an ask.

o Federal law requires masks to be worn by all travelers 2 years and older at all
timos throughout the flight including during boarding and deplaning, and in the
airport. Any individual who fails to comply with this law may be subject to
denied boarding, removal from the aircraft and/or penalties under federal Jaw,

¢ More on mask requirements.

o Mask must be worn properly, to cover nose and mouth,

o Masks with vents or exhalation valves are not permitted.

o Plagtic face shields may be worn in addition to a mask but not in place of one,

o If conditions on board a flight necessitate, masks should be removed to
accommoadate the placement and wearing of oxygen masks.

o Customers with conditions that prevent them from wearing a mask should
consider posiponing travel.

» JetBlue also resiricts the use of the following recreational ilems and personal protective
equipment on all flights:

Personal face/body tents or pods _

o Personal air purifiers/refreshers or ozone generators

o Masks connected 16 tubing or battery-operated filters

o Any device that is prohibited by federal regulation or could put others at rigk

. o Baotry requirements demystified.

® New entry restrictions and requirements have been put in place for travel as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic and each destination is different, Travelers should check local
mandates and advisoties for their destination before travel. Entry upon arrival may be
denied for customers who do not comply with requiremenis. Travel restrictions are
updated as we receive information and they are subject to change without notice.

[+




Radio City Covid 19 Requirements

(htips://www.msg.com/radio-city-music-hiali/tags?icmp=int-radio-city_vip-benefits_faqs)

Government mandates for attending indoor events at venues such as Radio City Music Hall,

currently state:
All Guests Age 12 And Older

®
L 4
L

Guests age 12 and older are required to provide proof of COVID-19 vaceination

This means you’ve had at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine prior to attending
CGuests may also show proof of full COVID-19 vaccination

This means the day of your event is at least 14 days afier your final vaccine dose, which,
deponding on the type of vaccine, may be one dose or two

Fully vaccinated guests are not required to wear a mask. Bveryone else will be required to

- wear a mask while in Radio City Music Hall, except while actively eating or drinking

As we continue to operate in a fluid environment, government mandates, venue protocols
and event requirements are also subject to change, se be sure to check back for the latest

information.




Lion King Music Covid Requirements (https://lionking.com/healthandsafety/)

The following policies apply to patrons visiting theatres owned and/or operated by the
Nederlander Organization, Broadway Direct’s parent company.

Last updated and effective as of September 1, 2021.

Safety Guidelines

We’re all in this together.

The magic of Broadway is born out of people gathering, in person and in real time. These
guidelines were created with the health and safety of our theatre employees, production staff,
cast, and guests always at the forefront. We all must feel safe for Broadway o return as we all
want it to: Brighter. Stronger. Better than ever.

Health & Safety Protocols in the Theatre

It is essential that employees, production staff, cast, or audience members not enter the
theatre if they are unwell. We will make every accommodation possible in order for both
employees and audience members to feel empowered to stay home if they feel unwell.
Broadway is continuing to work with New York State as we plan for our safe and successful
return. As public health conditions and the State’s guidance for performing arts and live

entertainment evolve, we will remain flexible and adapt to applicable health protocols.

Guests who wish to enter any of the theatres owned and/or operated by the Nederlander
Organization will be required to follow the policies outlined herein.

YACCINATIONS

Vaccinations are required for performances through October 31, 2021. For performances
in November 2021 and beyond, we anticipate a review of policies in September, and may
include a relaxation of certain provisions or an extension of this policy as the science
dictates. Guests will need to be fully vaccinated with an FDA or WHO authorized vaccine and
must show proof of vaccination at their time of entry into the Theatre with their valid ticket.

“Fully vaccinated” means on the day of the performance date as shown on the valid ticket, a
guest is:



¢ o least 14 days after their second dose of an FDA or WHO approved two dose

COVID-19 vaccine, or
¢ atleast 14 days after their single dose of an FDA or WHO approved single dose

COVID-19 vaceine,

Proof of vaccination must come directly from the healthcare provider that performed the
vaccination. Guests may display proof on a smartphone ot present a physical copy, New York
State residents, or arryone who received a COVID-19 vaccine in New York State, may present
proof through the use of the Excelsior Pass (for more details, visit: hittps://epags.ny.gov) or any
other digital app.

The only exceptions are:

® guests under the age of 12, who must be accompanied by an adult that meets our venue’s

vaccination requirements; or
® guests who need reasonable accommodations due to a medical exception or a sincerely

held religious belief

For guests who are not able to be vaccinated for one of the reasons listed above, they must
provide proof one of the following instead of evidence of vaccination:

L .

o negative COVID-19 PCR test performed by a medical provider taken within
72 hours of the performance start time. The test results mast clearly show the
date and time of the test, -OR-

o negative COVID~19 rapid antigen test taken within 6 hours of the
performance start time. The test results must elearly show the date and time
of the test. This test may be performed by a medical professional or by using
an over-the-connter testing kif.

Together with the proof of vaccination, all guests 18 years or older must also present 4

government-issued photo ID such as a driver’s license or passport. Guests younger than 18 may
use & government-issued 1D or school ID. Guests under 12 must be accompanied by an adult

who meets the above requirements,
' Entry will be denied for guests whe do not provide the documentation as required above.

At this time, no guests under the age of 4 will be admitted to the theatre.

MASKS




Masks are required for all guests, regardless of vaccination status, Masks must be worn at al}
times while visiting the Venue except when eating or drinking in designated areas. All masks

must completely cover the nose and mouth and comply with the CDC guidelines for acceptable
face coverings.

By virtue of enterihg the Theatre, guests are acknowledging that all of the statements below are
true the day they visit the Theatre. If any of the statements are NOT troe, guest should not come
to the Venue and instead use the exchange and refund policy to re-schedule or refund their
tickets.

* 1 have not tested positive for COVID-19 through a diagnostic test in the past ten (1.0)
days.

® I am notand have not recenily experienced (within the last 48 hours) any new or
worsening symptoms of COVID-19

¢ I have not had close contact or proximate contact with any person(s) confirmed with
a diagnostic test or suspected based on symptoms, to have Covid-19 within the past

ten (10) days.

AIR KILTRATION

The theatres have upgraded our HVAC systems to comply with CDC guidelines for hospital
grade filtration, including MERV 13 filters, and have increased fresh outdoor air and air
exchange to the greatest extent possible.

CLEANING

After each performance, high touch surfaces in both audience spaces and backstage will be
cleaned in accordance with CDC recommendations. Once per day, the theatre will be thoroughly
cleaned, and hand sanitizer will be stationed throughout the theatre. Upon entering the Theatre,
all patrons will be encouraged to use hand sanitizer (unless medically prohibited) and to go
directly to their seat uniess they need to use the restroom or wish to purchase concession or

merchandise items.




Madame Tussauds COVID Requirements
(https://www.madametussauds.com/new-york/plan-your-day/information/star-studded-safety/ma
dame-tussands-new-york-complete-health-safety-covid-19-reopening-plan/}

REOPENING SUMMARY
» Attraction

= Aitraction to run on 21% capacity (below state mandate) + five day opening to
start which will allow thorough deep cleaning « Ticket purchasing in advance will

be encouraged/timed ticketing through
https://www.madametussauds.com/new-york/ en/ to prevent queuing outside the

attraction

* Close all areas that require “play” and interaction until state allow opening (this
includes the 4D theatre, the 7D ride, food and beverage that is not self service,
wax hand making, interactive games and kiosks)

= All public seafing areas to be moved 6 ft. apart » Monitor/control flow of traffic
within the attraction, security present to monitor mask wearing and social

distancing
» Plexiglass dividers installed at admissions and customer facing areas
* No fouching figures allowed (enforced with new signage)

= Deep clean prior to reopen (Advantage Cleaning) + housckeoping to start at 5am
and on site all hours of operations to regular clean throughout the day

* Hand sanitation stations available throughout the museum
* Close all water fountaing
* All props removed to reduce contaci

*» Guests
* Maintain 6 ft, social distancing with the excoption of groups and families
« One group/family taken at a time in clevators, elevators staffed to enforce
* Guests permitted entry into building only if they wear face covers

* Guidebouoks available for all guests to purchase to independently walk the
museum




The Row Hotel Covid Requirements (hitps:/fwww.rownye.com/covid-19/)

YOUR WELLBEING IS OUR TOP PRIORITY

Ensuring a safe, clean and inviting environment is the core of our commitment to providing the
highest level of hospitality.

In response to COVID-19, Row NYC hotel in Manhattan has initiated and is maintaining
industry-leading and scientifically driven cleanliness standatds to safeguard the welfbeing of our
guests and colleagues. Our strengthened safety and sanitizing measures incorporate the latest
guidance from the world’s leading health authorities, including the Centers for Disease Contro]
and Prevention (CDC) and World Heaith Organization (WHO), and apply to all guest rooms,
public and back-of-house areas.

The comprehensive strategies we are employing ate rooted in industry experience, based on the
latest scientific gnidance, and utilize hospital-grade cleaners and best practices designed to
prevent the spread of viruses. These strategies will be updated regularly fo reflect the most
current science and technology available,

At a glance, here is what we are doing to keep you safe and comfortable:

® Sanitizer Stations Througheut. Touchless hand sanitizer stations have been placed
thronghout all public, event and back-of-house areas of the hotel,

@ Personal Protection Equipment Required. All unvaccinated hotel associates are
required to wear face maslks. Unvaccinated guests are encouraged to do so as well,

¢ Your Room is Your Room. No hotel personnel will enter your room during your stay
without your permission,

¢ Training and Education. We provide regular training to our hotel associates about the
latest safety and cleanliness guidance, ‘

We fook forward to welconuing you soon. Thank you for your continued trust and loyalty.

Be Well. Stay Well.

PROTOCOLS




Keeping you safe begins with keeping our valued hotel associates safe, Qur dedicated
COVID-19 task force has developed a multi-pronged approach to health and wellbeing, which
stresses cleanliness and hygiene standards and regular education and training as well as enhanced
cleanliness and hygiene standards,

Our associates are equipped to handle confirmed or suspected COVID-19 cases among guests
and colleagmes. They also understand how to identify potential health risks and aro committed 1o
working together to strictly follow all safety and cleaning protocols, which are detailed below.

fety Protocol

e Proper hand washing and other safety protocol irainings will be conducted and
maintained. Guests are also encouraged to adhere to regular 30-second
handwashing/sanitizing guidelines.

e COVID-19 policies and pretocols will be available for afl guests to review.

¢ Should a guest or staff member be diagnosed with COVID-19 after leaving the hotel, all
guests and staff that were present at the same time will be notified. If a guest or staff
member is diagnosed while staying with us, proper isolation protocols will be followed
pursuant to CDC and WHO guidelines, and guests and staff will be notified,

Cleaning Protocols

» Guest Rooms

© EBPA-rated hospital-grade disinfectants will be used to clean each guest room, with
special attention paid to all high-touch surfaces (e.g. door handles, light switches,
etc.).

¢ Your Room is Your Room. No hotel personnel will enter your room during your
stay withont your permission. We will provide replenished amenities — including
towels and linens~ for those that do not wish staff to enter their rooms.

o  Guests are encouraged to use mobile keys where available, All guest keys will be
disinfected via UVC light treatment.

¢ Public Areas

e We will utilize EPA-rated hospital-grade disinfectants throughout all public areas,

in¢luding,

o Elevator cabs
# Public restrooms
s Filness center
® All high-touch public area surfaces such as handrails and door handles will be
wiped down with EPA-rated hospital-grade disinfectants,
® Touchless hand sanitizer stations have been placed in key areas throughout the
hotel including the hotel entrance, front desk, meeting room landings and elevator
landings. ' '
# Restanrants & Bars




Prior to opening each day, we eroploy EPA-rated hospital-grade disinfeotants on
all areas.

Touchless hand sanitizer stations will be placed at entry points.

We will provide no-touch table service adhering to safe social distancing
guidelines.

Digital menus will be provided via QR code. Single use, disposable menus will
also be made available.

All shared items and food and beverage areas will be sanitized after each use.
No-touch in-room dining will be served with sustainable disposablo wares,

¢ Meetings & Events

Prior to commencement of any meeling or event, EPA-rated hospital-grade
disinfectants will be utilized on all areas. '

No-touch table service will be implemented to adhere to safe social distancing
guidelines,

Hand sanitizer stations will be placed at all entry points in meeting spaces.
Breaks will be staggered to minimize group sizes,

Safety protocol reviews with meeting and event planners will be conducted prior
to any event to ensure adherence to our rigorous policies.




Empire State Building Covid Requirements (https://www.esbnyc.com/safety)

All guests (ages 2 and up) are required to wear 2 facial covering in the Observatory. Per NYC
mandate, and effective August 30, 2021, all guests 12 years of age or older must present proof
of Covid-19 vaccination (at least one shot) along with valid ID upon eniry at the Empire State
Building Observatory.




aM9/2021 Boutlqua Hatals New York Ballary | Tmes Square NYC Hotela

R2OMI AMANITIES  BRUGIALS HINE B DAINA GROUPS & EVRNTS BAL0R4 CALLERY kLo
T Y
COVID 19
Y RESERVE e
Peservations  Timwper MPTETI B g 5, anin Proms Code MESERVE

S HUAEEE st PV SR & ErNat n TR AR s 1 IR RrR mel N e 0 8 A

o

The Rew NYC Hotal fs designed o hove 365 grens nights a yaur, Check out she Manhatian «ingpired dacor that, flaunts a chic srd contemporary sxparience,

| Pl Alraetis Hsans hegrrze N & Oy K shon

Bt Daveat

For Reayisda




0192021

ROCMS

COVID19

Reservations

AMENITIRS SPRECIALS

Chagkin

Chankout,

Baudlque Hotals Naw York Gallery | Times Squars NYC Hotels

BINE & DHINE

Boypry

GROUPS & AVENTS

Ciuasta

HAPLORY GALLERY BLoG

WRETINTHBYh Sek o

RESERVE it

|

Prewn Code RESERVE

.

Bank Dirent
For Rewands




w2021 COVID-19 - Row NYC

ROOMS AMENITIES SPECIALS DINE & DRINK GROUPS & EVENTS
EXPLORE GALLERY BLOG COVID-19
RESERVE h o
Rescervafions — Checkin Checkout  Rooms Guests Promo C RESERVE

COVID-19

WEBSITE STATEMENT

YOUR WELLBEING IS OUR TOP PRIORITY

Ensuring a safe, clean and inviting environrent is the core of our commitment to providing the highest level of
hospitality.

In response to COVID-19, we have initiated and are maintaining industry-leading and scientifically driven
cleanfiness standards ko safeguard the wellbsing of our guests and colleagues. Our strengthened safety and
sanitizing measures incorporata the latest guidance from the worid's leading health authorities, including the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CD) and World Health Organization (WHC  Book Dirsct
guest roorns, public and back-of-house areas, For Rewards

hilps:flwww, townyc.comfcavid-19/ . 14




8192021 COVID-19 - Row NY(Q

RODMS AMENITIES SPECIALS DINE & BRINK GROUPS & EVENTS
EXPLORE GALLERY BLOG COVID-19
TP
RESERVE R, ==
Rescrvationy Chankin Cheockouwl Roomsy Guests Promo C: RE‘:SERVE

¢ Training and Eduoation. We provide regular training Lo our hotel assoclates about the latest sabety and

cleanliness guidance.

We laok forward to welcotning you soon. Thank you far your continued trust and loyalty.
Be Well, Stay Wel, |
PROTOCQLS

Keeping you safe bagins with keeping our valued hotel sssociates safe, Our dedicated COVID-I9 task force has
developed a multi-pronged approach to health and weflbeing, which stresses cleanliness and hygiene standards
and regular education and training as well as enhanced cleanliness and hygiena standards,

Our associates are equipped to handle confirmed or suspected COVID-19 cases among guasts and colleagues,
They also understand how to identify potential health risks and are committed to working together to strictly
follow all safety and cleaning protocols, which are detailed balow,

Safety Protocols

» Proper hand washing and other safety protocel trainings will be conducted and maintained. Guests ars
also encouraged to adhere to regular 30 -second handwashing/sanitizing guidelinas.

s COVID-19 pol}éies and protocols will be provided to sach guest upon check-in,

* Should & guest or staff member be diagnosad with COVID-9 after leaving the hotel, all guests and staff
that were present. st the same time will be notified, |Fa grest or staff member is diagnosed while staying
with us, proper isolation pratocels will be followed pursuant to COC and WHO guldelines, and guests and

stafT will be notified.

v Guest Rooms

* EPA-rated hospital~grace disinfectants will be used to clean each guest room, with spacial
attention paid to all high-touch surfaces {e.g. door handles, light switches, etc.)

* Your Roem is Your Roorn. No hotel personnel will enter your roem during your - Bank Direc:
parmission. We will provide replenished amenities - including towels and lineni  Fo~ Remaras
packaging.

htnaAans rosirnn enmleovied1 67




8H9/2021 COVID-19 - Row NYC

ROOMS AMENITIES SPECIALS DINE & DRINK GROUPS & EVENTS
EXPLORE GALLERY BLOG COVID.19
RESERVE i

Reservations Checkin Chegkout Rooms Guasts Promo Ci RESERVE

S B S £~ RN ] liU-'»l.Jlt,al '31 L INEER T ETTRTE AT T 12

¢ Touchiess hand sanitizer stations have been placed in key areas throughout the hotel including the
hotel antrance, front desk, meeting room landings and elevator landings.

¢ Restaurants & Bars

Prior to opening each day, wa employ EPA-rated hospital-grade disinfectants on all areas.
Touchless hand sanitizer stations will be placed at entry points.

We will provide no-touch table service adhering to safie social distancing guidelines.

¢ Digital menus will be provided via QR code. Single use, disposable menus will zlso be made available,
All shared items and food and beverage areas will be sanitized after each use,

No-touch in-room dining will be served with sustainable disposable wares.

-

L

-

» Meetings 8 Events

* Prior to commencement of any meeting or event, EPA-ratad hospital-grade disinfectants will be
utilized on all areas,

* No-touch table serviae will be implemented to adhere to safe social distancing guidelines,

» Hand sanitizer stations will ba placed at all entry points in meeting spaces.

v Safety guidelines will be posted at all mesting entryways.

# Breaks will be staggared to minimize group sizes,

* Safety protocol reviews with maeting and event planners will be conducted prior to any event to

ensure adherence to aur rigorous policies,

Book Direct
For Rewards

hitps:Mawrnrownyo.cor/eovid-19/ LY




Be2021 Leave of Absenue or TIE Applicedlon PBSD 6032

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PALM BEACH COUNTY Chack now or, to change s
"y praviously submitted
'+ Leave of Absence raquest, choss rovised

- Temporary Duty Elsewhere (TDE) 4 New *) Revised

Clisk the appropHata elrcls above. Qnly the areas you are reguired to complate will be visible, Enter Employee 1D number
and tak to tha next fiekd to obtain emplayee Information.

Emgloyas 1D # [:mm Last Name | Frederick: | Piest] Sterfing | mi L]
BehaniDapt, | Foirsst HEI} High |  schrDept [“"__i"c"s:ﬁm
Datods) of Absence or TINE [duly days)  Frem: | Deg 14 2021 @ s ) Pm
_ To: | Dec 17 202] () av 6 pw %ZJ
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
TEMPORARY DUTY ELSEWHERE {TDE) €

Juaiifization (Do not exceed field boundaries - If more apace | requived attach a word dactment)

THE DIMENSION 20 CHORUS HAS BEEN SELECTED AS ONE OF THE OPENING ACTS FOR THE RONOWN
ROCKRTTES AT THEIR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR SHOW AT RADIO CITY,

o

Destination INEW YORK, NEW YORK | (O Iecaunty
Provide funding Infarmation balow for tha fotowing (O Outot-county
1, Substitute tescher required? @ Yes O No @ Out-of3tata
2. Estimated Tranaportatlon Goste
| $300.00( + { $0.00! + | $0.00] = | $300.00]
Tranogartation Copts Lodging Costs Other (Ragistration) Total Eatimated Tiavel Costs
ke UMD, EUNG,  ACGOUNT o FROG - BUDBMAR LOGCD  AWD YR PROJECT
1 0 107 | E |
| [ |l | }] | 1 | I f |
Electronic skymature cortifios that funds are available in Sterfing Fredurick,
the agcounts shown above for the apedifled amount(s), 7120£2021 11:03:38 AM
Ragionallnstrustional Supatintandent Slgnature required
for Principal's Leaveful;DE regjuest, Oﬂ‘:t nt; coiuntw;)ut of
atate travel requires the approval of the Regional afure of
Instruationai Superinfendent, Assistant Suparintendent Signature of Supervisor
or Divislon Head and Chiet Officer. Faglonalinetrastiona) uperitondont, Asehtant Saerhmmm e T

Slgnature of Regienal/instructional/Assistant
SuperintendentiDivision Head

Chiet Ofttcer signatura reguired for oub-ohgtatsfopunty

Slgnature Chief Officer

PESD (032 (Rov, B/9/2017)

hitps:Heforme.paimbeachsehoals.orglfserver?DFS__Action=RoumleGeiFonndDFS__TrackerlD=1025480055793400617183261 SM38OFS__DataSour... 141




Exhibit 5
July 29, 2022, Chief Operating Officer
Jenny Gekas

Email Reply




9/26/22, 1:35 PM School District of Palm Beach Caunty Mail - Forest Hill Community High School

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SR-I1)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 549-6877

Cell#: (561) 762-9577

PX{#t 46877

Email: Reberl. Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Jenny Velasquez <jenny@firstserveusa.org> Fri, Jul 29, 2022 at 4:33 PM
To: Robert Sheppard <r0bert.sheppard@pa!mbeachschcois.org> :

Good Afternoon Robert,
I'm sorry | was unable to respond to you until now. | was out of office.

Yes, our organization sponsored the Farest Hill High School student’s trip to NYC as part of their involvement in our program. The
money donated was meant to fund Forest Hill Students and their chaperones in their trip to perform at Radio City Music Hall on

behalf of First Serve.
To directly address the twa questions asked, here are the answers:

1. We were not made aware that Principal Riviera's child would be functioning as a Historian, Photographer, or in any other
capacity for the First Serve organization during this trip. This student has no affiliation with the First Serve Program on a

professional level.

2. Furthermore, we were not aware that Principal Riviera's child did not attend Forest Hill High School at the time of the field trip,
nor that our dopation to Forest Hill High School sponsored this child’s travel expenses.

Please let me know if this helps, and if you need anything additional from our end.

Best,
,/"‘“r;ﬁ JENNY GEKAS
> i o: 561.701.1799
fag~ SERVE c: 786.590.9494
jer rstserveusa org
[Quoted lext hidden)
[Quoted text hidden]
Disclaimer: under Florida law. e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in response lo a public records
requesl, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.
Robert Sheppard <robert.shepparcf@palmbeachschools.org> Fri, Jul 29, 2022 at 4:54 PM

To: Jenny Velasquez <jenny@firstserveusa.org>

Thank you for responding so promptly. ..
[Quoted lext hidden]

[Quoted lext hidden)

https:/.'maif.google.cam/maii!u!ﬂl?ik=530?f2628e&view:p1&5earch=af|&permthid=thread-a%SAr57063009010723543?3&simpl=msg-a%3Ar63226??4‘f e 202
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Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@paImbeachschools.org>

Forest Hill Community High School

4 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschaols.org> Wed, Jul 27, 2022 at 4:25 PM
To: jenny@firstserveusa.org

Good afternoan Jenny,

My name is Robert Sheppard with the Palm Beach County Schaoal District, Office of the Inspector General. My reasons for
contacting you are regarding an active investigation at Forest Hill Community High School. The First Serve organization sponsored
the Choral students to travel to New York City in December 2021. Forest Hill High Schaal Principal Esther Riviera told said that
ner child was the historian for the First Seve Organization responsible for taking pictures during the travels to New York City, and
that your organization sponsored the child's travel arrangements. . | am attempting to verify Principal Riviera's statement .

1. Were you aware that Principal Riviera's child was the Histarian for the First Serve Organization during the field trip to New
York City?

2. Were yau aware that Principal Riviera's child did not attend Forest Hill High School at the time of the field trip, the child
attended Park Vista Community High School...Were you aware that your donation to Forest Hill High School sponsored the
Principal's child travel expenses?

Respectfully, please respond to the above guestions or contact my office at (561) 649-6877 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM....

Sincerely,

Robert Sheppard

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SR-11)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-308

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

Cell#: (561) 762-9577

PX# 46877

Email: Robert. Sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Jul 27, 2022 at 4:29 PM
To: jenny@firstserveusa.org

Good afternoon Jenny,

My name is Robert Sheppard with the Palm Beach County Schoal District, Office of the Inspector General. My reasons for
contacting you are regarding an active investigation at Forest Hill Cammunity High School. The First Serve organization sponsored
the Choral students to travel to New York City in December 2021. Forast Hill High School Principal Esther Riviera said that her child
was the historian for the First Seve Organization responsible for taking pictures during the travels to New York City, and that your
organization sponsored the child's travel arrangements. | am attempting to verify Principal Riviera's statement .

1. Were you aware that Principal Riviera's child was the Historian for the First Serve Organization during the field trip to New

York City?
2. Were you aware that Principal Riviera's child did not attend Forest Hill High School at the time of the field trip, the child

attended Park Vista Community High Schoal...\Were you aware that your donation ta Forest Hill High School sponsored
the Principal's child travel expenses?

Respectfully, please respond to the ahove questions or contact my office at (561) 649-6877 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM....

Sincerely,
Robert Sheppard

https:.’,’maii.googla.com!maiiiu/O/?ik=5307f2628&&v%ew:pl&search=aH&permihid=1hread-a%3Ar5?06300901 072354373&simpl=msg-a%3Ar632267741... 1/2



Exhibit 6
REDACTED
Forest Hill Community High School
Volunteer Registration (VIPS)

Brian Bentancourt




01/18/2019 08:15:34 AM

01/31/2019 12:11:34 PM

03/26/2019 05:46:32 PM

11/19/2019 07:20:09 PM

11/19/2019 07:59:28 PM

10/27/2020 06:10:12 PM

10/29/2020 04:04:28 PM

11/16/2020 03:41:50 PM

11/17/2020 11:35:36 AM

11/17/2020 01:40:50 PM

Betancourt

Brian

10/14/2021 07:42:42 PM

11/17/2021 05:01:47 PM

11/17/2021 05:10:58 PM

11/29/2021 03:27:45 PM

02/03/2022 09:32;00 AM

02/07/2022 11:31:08 AM

03/24/2022 03:24:21 PM

03/24/2022 03:40:29 PM

03/25/2022 01:58:58 PM

03/25/2022 02:53:30 PM

03/28/2022 08:25:10 AM

03/28/2022 08:29:36 AM

03/28/2022 12:00:26 PM

ZiziziziZizizizizlziziz|zi=zizizieiziziZzizizi=




Forest Hill Community High
_ Regist

! FirstName
08/06/2014 12:16:45 PM

istered

08/15/2014 11:45:25 AM

D8/15/201412:11:36 PM

08/18/2014 08:28:09 AM

8/18/2014 09:33:58 AM

08/18/2014 01:48:29 PM

D8/19/2014 08:24:26 AM

D8/15/2014 11:48:19 AM

Pl B P =l R = I

D8/20/2014 08:46:22 AM

08/20/2014 09:16:11 AM

=

08/21/2014 08:35:23 AM

D8/21/2014 10:15:52 AM

08/21/2014 11:02:30 AM

D8/21/2014 12:15:09 PM

08/21/2014 02:01:02 PM

08/22/2014 02:16:45 PM

08/22/2014 02:23:17 PM

D8/22/2014 02:59:06 PM

08/25/2014 08:17:14 AM

b&/25/2014 11:03:29 AM

08/25/2014 03:15:25 PM

08/25/2014 03:16:26 PM

08/25/2014 07:43:34 PM

08/26/201401:57:05 PM

08/27/2014 12:29:57 PM

08/27/2014 12:35:33 PM

08/29/2014 02:07:34 PM

08/29/201402:11:11 PM

08/29/2014 02:12:42 PM

-<-<‘<Z-c.-‘.¢/_v—<.22w<<~<2-<2-n.

08/25/2014 02:50:53 PM

08/29/2014 03:07:44 PM

08/29/2014 03:21:14 PM

Z =<

09/02/2014 03:14:45 PM

09/02/2014 03:18:47 PM

09/02/2014 03:23:04 PM

09/03/2014 11:55:54 AM

09/03/2014 12:00:56 PM

09/03/2014 12:27:08 PM

Z == [ =

09/03/2014 03:02:19 PM

09/04/2014 02:11:07 PM

= =

5/04/2014 02:42:05 PM

D9/04/2014 03:27:02 PM

09/08/2014 10:41:45 AM

09/08/2014 10:46:22 AM

Z [Z2 12 [




09/10/2014 03:50:46 PM

09/11/2014 10:38:21 AM

09/15/2014 05:33:50 PM

09/17/2014 11:09:02 AM

06/17/2014 12:06:20 PM

09/17/2014 01:03:14 PM

09/18/2014 11:18:02 AM

09/19/2014 10:15:48 AM

09/19/2014 10:17:48 AM

09/19/2014 06:37:42 PV

09/18/2014 06:41:57 PM

09/26/2014 12:14:24 PM

09/26/2014 £3:15:00 PM

09/30/2014 08:18:54 AM

09/30/2014 09:29:37 AM

09/30/2014 06:02:33 PM

09/30/2014 07:21:38 PM

08/30/2014 07:26:01 PM

10/06/2014 03:11:30 PM

10/07/2014 01:59:25 PM

10/08/2014 07:41:48 AM

10/08/2014 01:50:54 PM

10/10/2014 08;14:31 AM

10/13/2014 03:16:11 PM

10/14/2014 05:31:57 PM

10/14/2014 05:42;27 PM

10/14/2014 05:52:35 PM

10/14/2014 07:21:17 PM

10/15/2014 06:00:47 PM

10/16/2014 02:43:42 PM

10/17/2014 08:06:40 AM

10/17/2014 10:07:19 AM

10/18/2014 09:24:12 AM

10/18/2014 09:28:54 AM

10/18/2014 09:35:02 AM

10/18/2014 09:45:09 AM

10/18/2014 09:50:28 AM

110/18/2014 09:54:27 AM

16/18/2014 10:00:07 AM

10/21/2014 10:28:14 AM

10/22/2014 03:06:33 PM

10/25/2014 11:36:22 A

10/28/2014 08:20:46 AM

10/31/2014 01:43:20 PM

11/03/2014 10;19:23 AM

ZZ:ZZZ’CZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ'<Z'ZZZZ-ZZZZZZZZZ22222222‘<

11/03/2014 11:06:43 AM




11/06/2014 11:12:34 AM

11/08/2014 09;57:34 AM

11/10/2014 31:31:08 AM

11/12/2014 01:39:14 PM

11/19/2014 09:06:35 AM

11/21/2014 07:40:18 AM

11/25/2014 07:56:48 AM

12/17/2014 07:57:23 AM

N1/06/2015 10:53:30 AM

__D1/07/2015 11:22:13 AM

01/07/2015 11:36:29 AM

D1/07/2015 03:16:01 PM

L& TZ TR ITZTEZ 1Z 12 (2 1=K = =12

D1/08/2015 09:09:34 AM

_D1/08/2015 09:11:06 AM

=

J1/08/2015 09:23:38 AM

01/15/2015 09:02:16 AM

=

D1,/21/2015 09:08:29 AM

02/02/2015 04:05:52 PM

02/03/2015 08:58:45 AM

02/10/2015 04;59:02 PM

h2/18/2015 01:44:54 PM

02/23/2015 C1:58:19 PM

02/25/2015 10:31:11 AM

2 T e e [ 1

03/03/2015 12:18:55 PM

3/30/2015 03.05:37 PM

4/01/2015 10:45:36 AM

D4/07/2015 08:39:06 AM

P4/15/2015 08:21:30 AM

4/15/2015 08:21:31 AM

/27/2015 08:44:50 AM

05/14/2015 02:53:46 PM

| b5/15/2015 08:48:14 AM

05/15/2015 08:50:55 AM__

D5/19/2015 08:48:36 A

[6/01/2015 08:02:50 AM

D6/17/2015 08:40:17 AM

01/19/2016 03:14:37 AM

D2/08/2016 10:56:27 AM

04/29/2016 12:33:01 PM

N8/16/2016 06:58:05 PM

8/16/2016 07:04:12 PM

2/19/2016 02:30:32 PM

08/24/2016 02:41:39 PM

18/25/2016 10:40:08 AM

08/29/2016 03:25:03 PM__

P8/06/2016 03:34:10 PM

< s s T 2T TE (£ [ 12 & |~ Z R T IZ2 T T R T==




09/07/2016 10:58:01 AM

09/08/2016 05:03:44 PM

09/16/2016 12;19:15 PM

09/22/2016 08:26:55 PM

09/26/2016-03:20:26 PM

2_[0/_12/2016 06:01:07 PM

10/27/2016 10:17:20 AM

11/16/2016 10:07:06 AM

12/07/2016 01:23:25 PM

| 12/08/2016 10:21:20 AM

04/11/2017 09:57:12 AM

08/17/2017 06:32:01 PM

09/29/2017 09:15:07 AM

10/26/2017 12:44;11 PM

11/08/2017 07:14:57 PM

11/09/2017 07:20:36 PM

111/09/2017 07:25:22 PM

11,/09/2017 07:30:07 PM

11/09/2017 08:22:42 P\

11,!’_09/2@_17 08:27:57 PM

11/16/2G17 04:14:40 PM

11/28/2017 03:38:52 PM

711/29/2017 11:10:14 AM

02/13/2018 12:30:36 PM

02/13/2018 12:39:29 PM

04/03/_2_0_18 02:39:22 PM

08/14/2018 09:24:02 AM

08/27/2018 11:50:16 AM

09/14_/_201_8: 03:16:45 PM

10/25/2018 12:04:24 PM

10/25/2018 12:11:27 PM

10/26/2018 11:08:31 AM

10/26/2018 12:21:37 AM

10/26/2018 11;23:56 AM

10/26/2018 01:34:26 PM

11/12/2018 08:25:18 AM

|21/15/2018 09:34:25 AM

11/15/2018 09:39:32 AM

11/15/2018 09:46:44 AM

11/15/2018.09;49:45 AM

11/15/2018 09:51:33 AM

11/15/2018 09:55:39 AM

11/15/2018 10:02:08 AM

11/15/2018 10;03:41 AM

12/07/2018 11:14:39 AM

01/11/2019 03:13:25 PM




Exhibit 7
April 18, 2022, Principal Esther Rivera
Email Reply




9/26/22, 1:46 PM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Fwd: Scanned image from Forest Hill High

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Fwd: Scanned image from Forest Hill High
2 messages

Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Apr 18, 2022 at 9:05 AM

To: Rabert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Question(s), Respectfully is your daughter a student at FHCHS?
« Did you or other family members cover your daughter's mealftravel expenses during the New York field trip
1. All meals and other expenseas for my daughter were covered by me personally. | have attached a copy of 2 credit card

statements (portions cut from original statements) that depict all the meals purchased. The item that states "sandbar/minskoff" is
the concessions located in the broadway theatre. | purchased popcorn and soda. | will attach a picture of the theatre with the

name Minskoff to further validate this.

'\.- ] |ll”

2N\

MINSHOFT THEATRL

2. The flight was purchased by First Serve as my daughter was the Historian for First Serve and was responsible for all the
photographs and videos of the student performances. My daughter was a student of FHCHS during the FY 21 school year and
then transferred to Park Vista. She first became a member of First Serve during the FY 21 school year.

= Please provide documentation that demonstrates that your daughter's mealitravel expenses were covered by you? or
were the expenses covered by the Donation received from "the First Serve Organization

Please see email forwarded with copy of credit card statement.

Esther M. Rivera

Pnncipal

Forest Hill Community High School

A Tille One, 1B World Schoo!

6901 Parker Avenue, WPB, FI. 33405
P:561-540-2400

Follow me on Twitter:

—--—-—- Forwarded message ---------
From: scanner@palmbeachschools.org <scanner@palmbeachschools.org>

Date: Mon, Apr 18, 2022 at 8:50 AM
Subject: Scanned image from Forest Hill High
To: <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>

Reply to: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>
Device Name: Forest Hill High

https://mail.google.com/mail/uf0/?ik=630712628edview=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 173045 1485653464826 &simpl=msg-f%3A17304514856... 1/2



9/26/22, 1:46 PM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Fwd: Scanned image from Forest Hill High

Device Model: MX-M565N
Location: Rm1-112A

File Format: PDF MMR(G4)
Resolution: 200dpi x 200dpi

Attached file is scanned image in PDF format.

Use Acrobat(R)Reader(R) or Adobe(R)Reader(R) of Adobe Syslems Incorporated to view the document.

Adobe(R)Reader(R) can be downloaded from the following URL:

Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Adobe PDF logo, and Reader are registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems

Incorporated in the United States and other countries.

http:/fwww.adobe.com/

“j scanner@palmbeachschools.org_20220418_062338.pdf
— 30K

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org> Man, Apr 18, 2022 at 10:08 AM

Draft To: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you Principal Rivera

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschaools.org

[Quoted tex! hidden)]

htips://mail.google.com/mailfu/0/?ik=53072628e&view=pt&search =all&permthid=thread-f%3A1730451 485653464826&simpl=msg-f%3A17304514856... 2/2
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?pli=1#search/esther.rivera%40palmbeachschools org?projector=1 11



- Exhibit 8
'September 7, 2022, Principal Esther Rivera
20-Day Reply |




signature: LILA0r Kveya

Eathor Rlvera {Sep T, 3022 17:56 EBT}
Email: esthermariel5@acl.com

Arthur T. Schofield, P.A.

Attorney at Law
[‘rg!ftfng for the ng!:ts :y‘ﬁ'mpiayeas -.‘& Wr:tims sinee 1993

Al‘ﬂiul"sl:hﬂﬂﬁl(i,- Es.qi. B lea(‘f NI“’H, Pnrnlagu‘
pscholleld@tialaborgom : uvain@tataber.com
Septesaber 7, 2022

Teresa Michael, [nspector’

General '

Office of Inspector General
3318 Forest Hill Blvd., C-306
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Re:  Office of Inspector General Cuse No, 22-0011-I Fovest Hili Community High
School, Misuse of Authority

Dear Ms. Michael:

My office has the pleasure of representing Esther Rivera, Thank you for the opportunity to respond
to the draft report which was shaved under cover of letter dated August 15 2022, Ms. Rwela’
responsé to the one substa,ntnated allegation is as follows:

I do not dispute that family and fijends were present for the trip to New Yor X City.
This trip was {unded through First Serve Organization (“FSO”) and not with any .
funds or resources of the School District of Palm Beach County, Florida, The
President of FSA, Peul Van de Grift, personally invited my. daughter to attend the
trip because she was unable to attend the prior year due to COVID, Other than
funds used for travel and a hotel room that I shared with my danghter, no funds
from FSO were used for my daughter; she and/or I paid for all expenses incutred

by her during the trip.

Esther Rivera

It is unclear from the Report if the “use of funds” was substantiated as that reference occurs after
the ﬁnding See; Report, pi:18. Howaver, to the extent the draft conclusion alleges that the use of
funds Was Substaptlated, MS“ *Rw‘e;ra denies this and trusts that the statement above clarifies her
po:utmﬁ. iy e ;

ey -
Smcerely, o

ARIHUR '1'-. SCHOFIELD, P.A. | Via Jardin | 330 Clamatis Street | Suite 207 | West Palm Beach, L 33401
o (561) 655-4211 | Fucsimile {561} 655-5447
www,Halnbor.com




\RTHUR T. SCHOFIELD

Attorray at Law

330 Clematis Streer, Suiee 207
Via Jardin
West Palm Beach, FL 3340}

WEST PALM BCH FL 334
OSEP 2022 PM1I L

TBHEVER S USA

Teresa Michael, Inspector General
Office of Inspector General

3318 Forest Hill Bivd., C-306
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
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